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Transsexual  Charges  Police  with  Third  Attack 


By  Jim  Kiely 

BOSTON  —  On  July  25,  male- 
to-female  transsexual  Sabrina  Von 
Btitz  was  attacked  by  Boston  po¬ 
lice  iii  what  she  alleges  to  be  the 
third  assault  in  six  months.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Von  Butz,  all  three  in¬ 
cidents  with  police  involved  the 
violation  of  her  rights  of  privacy 
and  free  expression.  Von  Butz  also 
claims  a  local  gay  bar  discrim¬ 
inated  against  her. 

In  an  interview  with  GCN,  Von 
Butz  said  the  most  recent  incident 
began  when  she  entered  the  Boston 
bar  Playland  on  July  25  about 
12:30  a.m.  to  “relax  after  a  night 
on  the  town.”  Inside,  she  asked 
for  a  drink  from  the  bar’s  man¬ 
ager,  whom  she  knew  only  as 
“John.”  According  to  Von  Butz, 
she  was  refused  service  and  told, 
“We  don’t  serve  drag  queens 
here.”  Angered,  Von  Butz  told 
“John”  that  there  are  fundamen¬ 
tal  differences  between  transvest¬ 
ites  and  transsexuals,  and  that 
Playland’s  policy  —  while 
discriminatory  —  did  not  apply  to 
her. 

Von  Butz  added  that  she  also 
showed  the  bartender  a  welfare 
identification  card,  which,  in  ef¬ 


fect,  confirmed  that  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  considers 
her  a  woman.  At  that  point,  Von 
Butz  said,  “John”  called  a  police 
officer  to  the  bar  to  have  her 
thrown  out. 

When  the  officer  arrived,  Von 
Butz  claimed  she  was  ejected  from 
the  premises.  Once  outside,  Von 
Butz  asked  the  officer  if  she  had 
been  forced  out  because  she  was 
drunk.  The  officer  allegedly 
replied,  “No,  you’re  being  forced 
out  because  you  are  a  drag  queen, 
and  they  don’t  like  drag  queens  to 
be  around.”  At  that  point,  Von 
Butz  claimed  the  officer  grabbed 
her  by  the  shoulders  and  threw  her 
against  a  wall. 

“He  didn’t  make  a  fist  or  any¬ 
thing,”  Von  Butz  said,  “probably 
because  he  knew  that  he  didn’t 
have  to  get  his  point  across .... 
The  way  he  threw  me  was  extreme¬ 
ly  violent,  I  knew  that  I  couldn’t 
go  back  into  [Playland]  after  [that] 
message.” 

The  Boston  Police  Department 
told  GCN  it  had  not  been  made 
aware  of  the  incident,  and  the 
management  of  Playland  said  the 
bartender  in  question  is  currently 


In  the  Eighth  District 

Boston  Alliance 
Endorses  King 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  has  endorsed  Mel  King 
in  the  Eighth  Congressional 
District. 

King  easily  defeated  all  com¬ 
ers  at  the  August  4  Candidates 
Night.  Of  the  51  voting  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Alliance  present,  39 
voted  for  the  Black  Rainbow 
Coalition  activist,  10  for  State 
Senator  George  Bachrach,  and 
one  for  Joe  Kennedy. 

Boston  City  Councilor  David 
Scondras  made  an  impassioned 
plea  for  King’s  endorsement, 
citing  the  candidate’s  advocacy 
of  gay  and  lesbian  rights. 

King  campaign  field  director 
and  lesbian  activist  Leslie 
Cagan  applauded  the  endorse¬ 
ment,  noting  that  King  has  had 
a  “history  of  connection  to  the 
gay  community.”  Cagan  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  gay 
and  lesbian  loyalty  to  and 
alliances  with  people  of  color. 

The  Alliance  endorsement  is 
at  odds  with  that  of  the  Mass. 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Political 
Caucus.  The  Caucus,  which 


Mel  King 


met  last  month  with  half  as 
many  voting  members  as  the 
Alliance,  endorsed  Bachrach. 

Also  endorsed  by  the  Al¬ 
liance  was  Helene  Solomon, 
who  is  running  in  the  19th  Suf¬ 
folk  State  Representative  race. 
Solomon  stated  her  intention  to 
oppose  Governor  Dukakis’  fos¬ 
ter  care  policy,  which  she  be¬ 
lieves  hurts  single  parents  as 
well  as  gay  men  and  lesbians. 


Alliance  endorsement  meeting,  July  7. 


on  vacation. 

Later  on  July  25,  Von  Butz  filed 
a  formal  complaint  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  Playland  with  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Human  Rights  Commission 
and  the  Boston  Licensing  Board, 
which  oversees  the  conduct  of  es¬ 
tablishments  that  serve  alcohol. 
“I’m  not  a  fighter,”  Von  Butz 
said,  “All  I  wanted  [from 
Playland]  was  to  be  treated  like 
any  other  person.”  Von  Butz  said 
she  does  not  intend  to  file  a  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  police  officer 
whom  she  claims  assaulted  her,  be¬ 


cause  previous  complaints  have 
had  no  result.  “Why  should  I?  It 
would  be  a  waste  of  everybody’s 

time - They’d  only  say  ‘Sorry, 

you  don’t  have  any  evidence.’  as 
they’ve  done  twice  before.” 

Von  Butz  claims  she  was  also  as¬ 
saulted  by  the  Boston  police  on 
February  1  and  25  of  this  year. 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  13.  Nos.  31,  33)  On 
February  1,  while  standing  outside 
another  gay  bar,  Prelude,  a  man 
grabbed  her  purse  containing 
money,  food  stamps  and  iden¬ 
tification  cards  and  then  fled  on 


foot,  according  to  Von  Butz.  Von 
Butz  summoned  two  police  offic¬ 
ers  for  help,  who  eventually  appre¬ 
hended  the  thief.  However,  the  of¬ 
ficers  did  not  arrest  him  or  file  a 
report.  Instead,  they  brought  Von 
Butz  to  the  Area  A  police  station 
and  arrested  her  without  filing  any 
charges. 

Von  Butz  told  GCN  police  viol¬ 
ently  dragged  her  by  the  hair  into  a 
cell,  causing  a  gash  on  one  of  her 
forearms.  When  paramedics  were 
summoned  to  tend  to  her  injury, 
Continued  on  petite  3 


At  Los  Angeles  pride  parade 

Harry  Hay  Barred  from 
Carrying  NAMBLA  Sign 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Activist 
Harry  Hay  was  barred  from  wear¬ 
ing  a  sign  supportive  of  the  North 
American  Man-Boy  Love  Associa¬ 
tion  (NAMBLA)  at  the  Gay  Pride 
Parade  here  on  June  22. 

In  addition  to  barring  Hay’s 
sign,  Christopher  Street  West 
(CSW),  the  march’s  organizer, 
decided  to  formally  reprimand  the 
longtime  activist  for  “not  follow¬ 
ing  the  rules  of  the  parade.” 

NAMBLA  itself  was  barred 
from  the  march  by  CSW  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  48).  CSW 
claims  that  man -boy  love  “is  not  a 
gay  issue”  and  “is  not  the  image 
we  want  to  present  to  the  straight 
world.” 

Hay  Protests 

The  center  of  this  controversy 
was  a  pillowcase  turned  poncho 
turned  sandwich  board.  The 
improvised  sandwich  board  said 
“Valerie  Terrigno  walks  with  me” 
on  its  front  and  “NAMBLA  walks 
with  me”  on  its  back. 

The  reference  to  Terrigno,  the 
lesbian  former  mayor  of  West 
Hollywood,  concerned  a  June  19 
report  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times 
that  she  would  be  barred  from  the 
parade  by  CSW.  Hay  is  a  member 
of  the  Justice  for  Valerie  Terrigno 
Committee,  which  is  organizing  an 
appeal  of  Terrigno ’s  conviction  on 
embezzlement  charges.  Hay  said 
he  needed  something  on  the  sign’s 
back,  and  decided  to  support 
NAMBLA  because  they  had  been 
excluded  from  the  parade.  Hay  is 
not  a  NAMBLA  member. 

Ironically,  CSW  denied  the 
Times  story,  the  very  incident  that 
incited  Hay  to  act.  Terrigno  did 
not  march. 

According  to  Hay,  he  was  ap¬ 
proached  while  with  the  Radical 
Faerie  contingent  at  the  parade  by 
an  unidentified  CSW  official.  The 
official  reportedly  objected  to  the 
reference  to  NAMBLA,  and  told 
Hay  to  remove  the  sign.  Hay  re¬ 
fused,  and  the  official  reportedly 
said,  “I’ll  have  to  remove  you 
from  the  parade.  Please  come  with 
me.”  Hay  replied,  “lam  not  mov¬ 
ing.  You’ll  have  to  remove  me  for¬ 
cibly.”  Hay  says  that  the  official 
then  threatened  to  call  in  the 
police,  and  Hay  told  him  to  go 
right  ahead. 

Three  mounted  members  of  the 
West  Hollywood  sheriff’s  posse, 
which  serves  as  the  acting  police 
department  for  West  Hollywood, 
arrived  on  the  scene  and  surround¬ 
ed  Hay.  Hay  told  GCN,  “I  had  no 


intention  of  moving,  and  would 
have  had  to  be  hauled  up  [on  the 
horse].  The  posse  said,  ‘Please 
come  up,’  and  I  said  ‘No,  you’ll 
have  to  remove  me  forcibly.’  All 
through  this  the  Faeries  were 
screaming.  The  vice-president  of 
CSW  then  came  up  and  said  ‘If 


Harry  Hay,  front  and  back,  before 


you  don’t  stop  protesting,  we’ll 
have  to  remove  the  whole 
group.’” 

Hay  continued,  “The  sheriff 
was  non-plused.  I  wasn’t  going  to 
move  on  my  own.  Finally,  one  of 
the  Faeries  who  had  been  to  prison 
and  was  frightened  for  me  [and  the 
prospect  of  my  arrest]  tore  up  the 
sign  and  trampled  it.  He  ran  away, 
and  we  felt  our  protest  had  been 
made,  so  we  continued  in  the 
parade.” 

CSW  Response 

CSW  president  Sam  Haws 
agrees  in  large  part  with  Hay’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  incident.  He  empha¬ 
sized  that  the  sign  was  torn  up  by  a 
Faerie.  However,  he  said,  it  was 
never  the  intention  of  CSW  that 
Hay  be  arrested,  merely  “detain¬ 
ed.”  Haws  did  not  explain  the 
distinction. 

Since  what  has  become  known 
as  “The  Harry  Hay  Incident,”  the 
CSW  board  voted  to  reprimand 
Hay  and  the  Radical  Faeries  for 
“not  following  the  rules  of  the 
parade.”  Haws  also  said  the  group 
may  be  barred  from  next  year’s 
parade. 

Haws  defended  CSW’s  actions, 
saying  all  signs  appearing  in  the 
parade  must  be  submitted  to  the 
march  organizers  for  approval. 
Although  unclear  about  the  criter¬ 
ia  for  approval,  Haws  said  signs 
“must  go  along  with  the  parade’s 


yearly  theme,”  and  that  “very  few 
signs  are  not  approved.” 

Haws  emphasized,  “We  do 
have  rules,  and  they’re  very  clearly 
written  out  in  our  application.” 
Groups  wishing  to  march  in  the 
parade  must  apply  to  CSW.  Ap¬ 
plications  must  be  accompanied  by 


the  Los  Angeles  parade  . 


a  fee  of  between  $25  and  $150. 
Hay  does  not  dispute  that  the  ap¬ 
plication  the  Faeries  signed  may 
have  included  rules. 

A  letter  officially  reprimanding 
Hay  is  expected  to  be  approved  by 
CSW  at  its  August  12  meeting. 
Haws  would  not  discuss  the  details 
of  the  censure  or  the  letter  until 
then. 

Haws  also  alleged  that  Hay  was 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to  disrupt 
the  parade.  “People  called  a  week 
before  and  said  he  would  be  doing 
something.”  The  alleged  tip-off 
was  anonymous. 

Responding  to  those  charges, 
Hay  said,  “We  need  that  type  of 
clairvoyance  if  we’re  going  to  fight 
the  LaRouche  Initiative.  I  didn’t 
know  I  was  going  to  do  anything 
until  I  read  the  Times  story  the 
Thursday  before  the  march.” 

Why  Hay  Protested 

Explaining  his  protest,  Hay 
called  the  exclusion  of  NAMBLA 
from  the  parade  “an  affront  to  the 
whole  process  of  gay  liberation.” 
He  said  it  is  not  the  place  of  any 
group,  including  CSW,  to  “arbit¬ 
rarily  decide  who  are  members  of 
the  gay  community  and  who  may 
speak.” 

Of  CSW,  Hay  said,  “They  raise 
a  lot  of  money,  and  this  is  fine.  But 
if  they’re  putting  on  the  gay  pride 
parade,  they  have  to  be  account- 
Continued  on  pane  3 
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quote  of  the  week 

Mr.  Thurmond:  I  was  interested  in  one  statistic  you 
gave,  that  one-tenth  of  the  population  are  gay  or  les¬ 
bian.  I’m  shocked  to  hear  that  if  that’s  true.  Are  you 
sure  that  figure  is  correct? 

Mr.  Levi:  Well,  those  aren’t  my  figures.  Those  are 
figures  that’ve  been  around  for  some  20, 30  years .... 
Mr.  Thurmond:  Does  your  organization  advocate  any 
kind  of  treatment  for  gays  and  lesbians  to  see  if  they 
can  change  them  and  make  them  normal  like  other 
people? 

Mr.  Levi:  Well,  Senator,  we  consider  ourselves  to  be 
quite  normal,  thank  you.  We  just  happen  to  be  dif¬ 
ferent  from  other  people.  And  the  beauty  of  American 
society  is  that  ultimately  we  do  accept  all  differences 
of  behavior  and  viewpoint.  To  answer  the  question 
more  seriously,  the  predominant  scientific  viewpoint 
is  that  homosexuality  is  probably  innate,  if  not  innate 
then  formed  very  early  in  life. 

Mr.  Thurmond:  You  don’t  think  gays  and  lesbians  are 
subject  to  change  or  you  don’t  think  they  could ...  be 
converted  so  they’d  be  like  other  people  in  some  way? 
Mr.  Levi:  Well,  we,  we  think  we  are  like  other  people 
with  one  small  exception.  And  unfortunately  it’s  the 
rest  of  society  that  makes  a  big  deal  out  of  that  excep¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Thurmond:  A  small  exception?  It’s  a  pretty  big  ex¬ 
ception,  isn’t  it? 

Mr.  Levi:  Unfortunately,  society  makes  it  a  big  excep¬ 
tion.  We  wish  it  wouldn’t  and  that’s  why  our  organiza¬ 
tion  exists. 

Mr.  Thurmond:  Well,  we  thank  you  all  for  coming  and 
testifying,  and  you’re  now  excused. 

—  Excerpts  from  an  exchange  between  Senator 
Strom  Thurmond  and  Jeffrey  W.  Levi,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  at 
hearings  on  the  nomination  of  William  H.  Rehnquist 
to  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  July  31,  as 
reported  in  the  New  York  Times,  August  2.  Levi  spoke 
against  the  confirmation  of  Rehnquist. 


nuns  face  expulsion  for  abortion  views 

ROME,  ITALY  —  The  Vatican  has  threatened  to 
dismiss  two  U.S.  nuns  who  have  refused  to  retract 
public  statements  in  favor  of  abortion  rights,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Boston  Globe.  The  nuns,  Sister  Barbara 
Ferraro  and  Sister  Patricia  Hussey,  were  among  24 
nuns  and  four  priests  who  signed  an  ad  in  the  October 
7, 1984,  New  York  Times  which  stated  that  “Catholics 
hold  diverse  views  on  abortion.”  Ferraro  and  Hussey 
have  also  recently  made  other,  more  explicit 
statements  in  support  of  abortion  rights. 

All  28  signers  had  been  threatened  with  expul¬ 
sion,  but  the  Vatican  announced  on  July  21  that  26  of 
the  28  had  made  “public  declarations  of  adherence  to 
Catholic  doctrine”  and  so  the  cases  had  been  closed. 
However,  three  days  after  the  Vatican  statement, 
eleven  other  nuns  who  had  signed  the  ad  said  they 
still  stood  in  solidarity  with  Ferraro  and  Hussey  and 
that  the  Vatican  had  misrepresented  their  views. 

Ferraro  and  Hussey,  who  run  a  shelter  for  the 
homeless  in  Charleston,  West  Virginia,  both  belong 
to  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame.  The  order  refused  an 
earlier  Vatican  request  that  the  nuns  be  dismissed. 
Sister  Elizabeth  Bowyer,  a  leader  of  the  order,  said 
that  the  decision  might  be  seen  as  defying  the 
Vatican,  but  that  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame  felt  its 
superior,  and  not  the  Vatican,  should  deal  with  the 
issue,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

It  appears  the  Vatican  will  go  over  the  heads  of 
the  order,  and  Hussey  and  Ferraro  have  stated  they 
fully  expect  to  be  expelled.  The  two  nuns  said  they 
were  proud  that  their  order  had  refused  to  dismiss 
them,  and  in  a  letter  to  the  Vatican,  wrote  in  part,  “we 
regret  that  the  male  celibate  church  is  ignoring  and 
trivializing  the  experiences  of  women.  We  regret  that 
the  official  church  cannot  deal  with  women  as  full 
persons  and  moral  agents  in  our  own  right.” 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


benefit  dance  for  kitchen  table 

ALBANY,  NY  —  Join  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of 
Color  Press  at  a  benefit  dance  August  16.  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  its  new  home  here.  Maria  Perez  wil  be  the  disc 
jockey,  with  dancing  from  8  p.m.  to  1  a.m.  All  women 
are  welcome.  The  event  takes  place  at  332  Hudson 
Avenue  and  a  $3-5  contribution  is  requested.  For  more 
information,  call  (518)  465-7966. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


Penitent  gay  Italian  nuns  outside  the  offices  of 
Italy’s  major  newspapers,  Milan. 


latin  lovers 

MILAN,  ITALY  —  Protests  over  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  upholding  states’  rights  to 
ban  sodomy  have  spread  across  the  Atlantic.  On  July 
9,  a  group  of  gay  men  protested  the  decision  as  an  act 
of  solidarity  with  U.S.  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  be¬ 
cause  the  ruling  may  have  repercussions  in  heavily 
Catholic  Italy,  according  to  babilonia,  an  Italian  gay 
monthly. 

Taking  their  cue  from  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  In¬ 
dulgence  in  San  Francisco,  the  protestors  marched  in 
front  of  the  Central  Press  Building  in  habits  while 
playing  tapes  of  Gregorian  chants.  They  carried  signs 
reading,  “What  beautiful  freedom  there  is  in  a  chasti¬ 
ty  belt”  and  “Either  a  cloistered  cell  or  a  prison  cell.” 

At  the  center  of  all  this  nunnery  was  a  bearded 
Statue  of  Liberty  who  carried  a  vibrator  instead  of  a 
torch.  The  vibrator  did  have  a  flame  at  its  tip  and  a 
viewing  platform,  just  like  the  original  in  New  York 
Harbor. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


conquering  new  phone  numbers 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  For  those  of  you  who  have 
tried  calling  Jerry  Falwell,  there’s  a  new  number  to 
keep  those  fingers  busy.  The  number  is  a  public- 
opinion  line  the  White  House  uses  to  prepare  a  daily 
report  for  President  Reagan.  A  national  campaign  is 
underway  to  use  the  line  to  voice  objections  to  the 
Justice  Department  memo  which  held  that  it  would  be 
legal  for  employers  to  fire  an  employee  whom  they 
think  might  transmit  the  AIDS  virus  to  someone  else 
at  work.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  49) 

The  phone  number  is,  unfortunately,  not  toll-free, 
but  will  cost  less  than  one  dollar  per  minute,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  article  in  Minneapolis’  Equal  Time.  Since  the 
calls  are  screened  and  synopsized,  the  campaign 
organizers  suggested  that  callers  plan  what  they 
want  to  say  ahead  of  time  and  that  they  be  “polite.”  It 
is  also  suggested  that  callers  include  other  issues 
such  as  increasing  funding  for  AIDS  research,  in  their 
messages. 

The  phone  number  for  the  opinion  line  is  (202) 
456-7639.  The  number  for  Howard  Armistead,  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  campaign,  is  (213)  204-4236. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


caught  at  her  own  game 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  woman  who  had  worked 
for  the  U.S.  Defense  Investigative  Service  (DIS),  which 
studies  the  lives  of  people  applying  for  security 
clearances,  was  demoted  and  transferred  after 
revealing  to  her  employers  that  she  is  a  lesbian,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Washington  Blade.  Jean  Kovalich,  who 
was  a  special  agent  in  charge  of  the  DIS  office  in  San 
Francisco,  was  transferred  to  Washington,  D.C.,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  “inappropriate”  for  a  lesbian  to  be  in¬ 
vestigating  the  personal  backgrounds  of  others  who 
might  also  be  “homosexuals.” 

Under  DIS,  which  is  an  arm  of  the  Department  of 
Defense,  homosexuality  is  not  immediate  cause  for 
dismissal,  but  can  be  grounds  for  “adverse  actions”  if 
the  homosexuality  “adversely  affects  or  is  likely  to  af¬ 
fect  his  or  her  job  fitness.” 

In  an  interview  with  the  San  Jose  Mercury  News, 
Kovalich  admitted  she  had  revealed  the  homosexuali¬ 
ty  of  many  people  seeking  security  clearances.  “My 
job  required  me  to  detach  myself  from  my  personal 
feelings.  I  don’t  have  any  regrets  about  doing  my  job 
or  the  investigations.” 

The  Mercury  News,  though,  had  some  doubts, 
and  ran  an  editorial  saying  that  Kovalich  was  “runn¬ 
ing  with  the  hares  while  she  chased  with  the 
hounds ....  Jean  Kovalich  wants  to  keep  her  job,  but 
that’s  not  an  option  she  left  open  for  other  gays 
whose  careers  suffered  because  her  work  exposed 
them  to  discrimination.” 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


gay  men  have  gay  brothers 

BOSTON  —  A  recent  study  at  the  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Medicine  found  that  gay  men  are  more 
likely  than  heterosexual  men  to  have  a  gay  brother. 
Researchers  say  the  findings  suggest  that  male 
homosexuality  runs  in  families. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  50  gay  men  studied  had  a 
gay  brother  while  only  four  percent  of  the  51 
heterosexual  men  studied  did. 

The  researchers  also  found  that  the  number  of 
lesbian  sisters  of  gay  men  did  not  vary  from  that 
found  in  the  general  population.  A  follow-up  study 
has  been  started  to  examine  the  “familial  aspects  of 
lesbianism. 

“What  we  have  found  in  this  study  is  compatible 
with  a  genetic  component  to  male  homosexuality, 
said  Richard  Pillard,  M.D.,  principal  investigator  for 
the  study.  “A  closer  look  must  now  be  taken  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  association  of  sexual  orientation  with  gen¬ 
etics  and  early  social  environment.” 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


August,  from  the  Hunks  of  Nicaragua  calendar. 


hunks  of  nicaragua 

BOSTON  —  To  commemorate  the  seventh  an- 
niverary  of  the  Sandanista  revolution  in  Nicaragua  a 
group  of  gay  activists  has  released  its  first  issue  of 
the  Hunks  of  Nicaragua  calendar.  The  four-page  pam¬ 
phlet  by  the  local  United  Fruit  Company  combines  a 
parody  of  faggot  skin  magazines  with  facts  about  the 
revolution. 

On  page  one,  for  instance,  is  the  photograph  of  a 
naked  soldier  named  Carlos  (Mr.  July).  The  caption 
below  it  reads:  “His  weapon  is  loaded  and  ready  to 
bomb  your  rear  flank.  But  that  will  have  to  wait  till 
peacetime.  Right  now  Carlos  must  overcome  the  Con¬ 
tras  before  he  can  come  over  you.” 

In  a  less  humorous  vein  on  the  same  page  is  the 
statement:  “On  July  19, 1979,  the  Nicaraguan  people 
finally  overthrew  Anastasio  Somoza’s  brutal  dictator¬ 
ship.  .  .This  year  the  Reagan  administration  plans  to 
spend  $100  million  dollars  of  our  taxes  in  its  attempt 
to  destroy  Nicaragua’s  democratically-elected 
government.” 

Fall,  winter  and  spring  editions  of  Hunks  are  also 
planned  for  release.  To  receive  the  summer  calendar 
and  other  United  Fruit  creations,  including  the  “Are 
You  Normal?”  test  and  a  range  of  stickers  send  $5  to 
United  Fruit  Co.,  c/o  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

—  Jim  Kiely 


the  greek  way 

THESSALONIKI,  GREECE  —  Monks  from  nearby 
monasteries  have  surrounded  the  Vastopedi 
monastery  in  an  effort  to  drive  out  the  fourteen  “im¬ 
moral”  monks  who  live  there.  The  Vastopedi  monks  in 
turn  have  vowed  to  resist  and  even  burn  down  the 
100-year-old  monastery  if  the  attacks  continue,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Advocate. 

According  to  officials  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church,  the  monks  were  accused  of  “sacrilege 
through  acts  which  scandalize  the  orthodox  faith.” 
Church  officials  said  the  charges  refer  to  alleged 
homosexual  acts.  At  last  report,  police  had  sealed  off 
the  monastery  to  prevent  any  further  clashes. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy. 
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Are  you  now  or  have  you  ever  been. . . 


Roy  Cohn:  A  Queer  Queer-Baiter  Dies 


By  Michael  Bronski 
BETHESDA,  MD  —  The  death 
of  Roy  Cohn,  flamboyant 
conservative  lawyer  and  closeted 
homosexual,  from  AIDS-related 
diseases  on  August  2  will  bring  few 
elegies  or  regrets  from  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  Cohn’s  na¬ 
tionally-known  name  has  long 
since  become  a  buzz-word  in  both 
liberal  and  radical  circles  to  denote 
the  most  extreme,  opportunistic, 
political  conservatism. 

News  Commentary 


His  38-year  career  began  with 
involvement  in  the  prosecution  of 
Ethel  and  Julius  Rosenberg  in  the 
late  1940s.  Federal  officials  del¬ 
iberately  sought  out  an  easily- 
recognizable  Jewish  prosecutor  to 
deflect  the  constant  charges  of 
anti-semitism.  It  was  Cohn’s  direct 
examination  of  a  witness  that 
linked  Ethel  Rosenberg  with  an 
alleged  Soviet  spy  ring.  The 
Rosenberg’s  were  eventually  elec¬ 
trocuted,  and  Cohn  went  on  to 
even  more  prominence  as  chief 
counsel  to  Sen.  Joseph 
McCarthy’s  infamous  sub¬ 
committee  which  had  vowed  to 
“root  out  Communism  in  govern¬ 
ment.” 

After  the  McCarthy  hearings, 
Cohn  became  a  well-established 
New  York  lawyer.  Although  bril¬ 
liant  in  the  courtroom,  his  career 
was  filled  with  judicial  reprimand 
for  unethical  conduct,  as  well  as 
civil  actions  brought  by  clients, 
who  accused  him  of  everything 
from  theft,  forgery,  and,  in  one 
case,  responsibility  in  a  death. 
After  several  attempts,  Cohn  was 
finally  disbarred  earlier  this  year. 

Controversy  surrounded  every¬ 
thing  in  which  Cohn  became  in¬ 
volved.  It  was  no  different  earlier 
this  year,  when  during  an  interview 
with  Mike  Wallace  on  60  Minutes, 
he  denied  the  charge  he  had  AIDS 
and  was  under  treatment  for  an 


AIDS-related  infection.  Wallace 
claimed  to  have  access  to  confid¬ 
ential  records  from  the  National 
Insititutes  of  Health  which  named 
Cohn  as  a  person  with  AIDS. 
Aside  from  the  news  that  Roy 
Cohn  may  have  AIDS,  the  60 
Minutes  program  prompted  fear  in 
the  gay/Iesbian  community  that 
the  supposedly  confidential  re¬ 
cords  of  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  NIH  may  be  open  to 
selected  members  of  the  press  for 
political  reasons.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  No.  39) 

This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
Cohn’s  name  had  been  publically 
connected  with  homosexuality. 
During  the  McCarthy  hearings,  he 
was  openly,  and  repeatedly,  linked 
with  his  best  friend  and  co-worker 
(appointed  to  the  McCarthy  sub- 
committe  by  Cohn),  G.  David 
Schine.  When  Schine  was  drafted 
into  the  army  in  1953,  Cohn,  and 
McCarthy  ran  considerable  inter¬ 
ference  into  army  process  to  en¬ 
sure  that  Schine  would  have  the 
niceties  of  night  passes  and  no  kit¬ 
chen  patrol.  The  army  retaliated 
and  released  a  34-page  report  on 
Cohn  and  McCarthy’s  demands. 
In  the  report,  Cohn  is  quoted  as 
promising  to  “wreck  the  army”  if 
Schine  was  not  given  preferential 
treatment.  The  resultant  army- 
McCarthy  hearing  cleared  both  the 
Senator  and  his  counsel  of  any 
wrong-doing.  But  McCarthy’s 
irrational  and  vindictive  methods 
became  so  apparent  that  he  was 
eventually  formally  censured  by 
the  Senate  for  his  role  in  the  sub¬ 
committee’s  witch-hunts. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  all 
three  men,  then  “bachelors,” 
were  accused  of  being  homosex¬ 
ual.  The  irony  here  was  that  queer¬ 
baiting  had  been  blatantly  used  by 
McCarthy  and  Cohn  against  peo¬ 
ple  who  they  considered  to  be  sym¬ 
pathetic  to  communism.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  starting  in  the  mid-1950s,  in¬ 


nuendos  about  Cohn’s  sexuality 
became  a  standard  method  of  at¬ 
tack  upon  his  own  integrity.  Even 
in  the  earliest  days,  the  insinua¬ 
tions  were  so  blatant  that  Lillian 
Heilman,  in  print,  was  able  to 
refer  to  McCarthy,  Cohn  and 
Schine  as  “Bonnie,  Bonnie  and 
Clyde.” 

Cohn  himself  had  always,  up 
until  his  death,  denied  being  “gay 
inclined,”  but  it  was  such  an  open 
secret  that  in  a  praiseful  memorial 
piece  in  the  New  York  Times,  con¬ 
servative  columnist  William 
Safire  admitted  that  although 
Cohn  was  a  homosexual  (no  one  is 
gay  in  the  New  York  Times)  he 
(Cohn)  “could  never  reconcile  it 
with  his  self-image  of  political 
masculinity.” 

It  would  certainly  be  foolish  to 
think  that  the  sexual  attacks  by  the 
straight  world  on  Cohn  occurred 
because  he  did  not  have  the 
courage  to  come  out.  In  fact,  given 
the  hatred  he  generated  and  the 
ease  with  which  homophobia  can 
be  directed  against  anyone  hated, 
the  attacks  on  Cohn  may  have 
been  more  virulent  and  anti-gay  if 
he  had  been  open  about  his  sex¬ 
uality.  Even  the  New  York  Times 
obituary  was  filled  with  snide  code 
words,  remarks  referring  to 
Cohn’s  narcissistic  attentions  to 
his  body,  and  implications  that  he 
had  face  lifts  which  he  then  lied 
about.  (One  would  be  hard  pressed 
to  think  of  any  heterosexual  polit¬ 
ical  figures,  no  matter  how  dislik¬ 
ed,  who  would  call  forth  such  catty 
vituperation.) 

Looking  at  the  life  of  Roy 
Cohn,  it  is  tempting  to  seek  some 
kind  of  message.  But  there  seems 
to  be  none.  Cohn’s  political  career 
was  particularly  noxious,  his 
willingness  to  queer-bait,  when  he 
himself  remained  closeted,  is  in 
fact  more  odious  than  ironic;  even 
the  denial  of  being  a  person  with 
AIDS  —  to  preserve  his  own  self¬ 


Gay  Photographer  Duncan 


Dies  of  AIDS  at  56 


By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  Kenn  Dun¬ 
can  a  prominent  dance  and 
theatrical  photographer  died 
Saturday,  July  26,  in  New  York 
Hospital  of  toxoplasmosis,  an 
AIDS-related  disease.  He  was 
56  years  old  and  lived  in 
Manhattan. 

Duncan  achieved  fame  in  the 
mid-1960s  for  his  photographs 
of  the  world’s  leading  dance 
companies  and  of  many  indiv¬ 
idual  dancers  such  as  Mikhail 
Baryshnikov,  Dame  Alicia 
Markova,  Rudolph  Nureyev 
and  Judith  Jamison.  Many  of 
his  photographs  are  on  perma¬ 
nent  exhibit  in  several  Amer¬ 
ican  museums,  the  Dance  Li¬ 
brary  of  Israel  and  the  Stedelijk 
Museum  in  Amsterdam. 

But  Duncan  is  perhaps  best 
known,  especially  by  gay  men, 
for  his  photographs  which  ap¬ 
peared  for  more  than  15  years 
in  After  Dark  magazine.  From 
its  beginnings  in  the  early  ’60s, 
.After  Dark  billed  itself  as  an 
“arts”  monthly,  featuring  re¬ 
views  and  puff  pieces  on  the¬ 
ater,  dance  and  film.  The  real 
draw  of  the  journal  was,  how¬ 
ever,  the  copious,  and  revealing 
photographs  of  male  per¬ 
formers  —  in  dance  belts, 
leotards  and  briefs.  Any  indica¬ 
tion  of  full  nudity  would  have 
been  considered  tasteless. 

Appearing  before  the  more 
permissive  age  of  Playguy, 
Mandate,  Honcho,  and  Drum¬ 
mer,  and  before  gay  or  lesbian 
material  of  any  kind  was  widely 
available.  After  Dark  was  for 
many  gay  men  the  only  positive 


From  Nudes,  a  collection  of  photographs  by  Kenn  Duncan,  Dance 
Magazine  Inc.,  1970,  distributed  by  After  Dark. _ 


reinforcement  of  their  sexuali¬ 
ty.  This  was  especially  true  in 
non-urban  areas  where  there 
was  little,  or  no,  access  to  porn¬ 
ography.  It  should  be  noted 
that  After  Dark  itself  was  total¬ 
ly  hypocritical  and  refused  all 
ads  for  openly  gay  books,  re¬ 
cords  and  other  material. 


But  while  closeted  to  the 
point  of  being  obsequious, 
Duncan’s  work  and  After  Dark 
are  a  reminder  to  many  gay 
men  of  their  younger 
days . . .  when  a  stretch  of  thigh 
peeking  out  from  a  beachtowel 
was  the  most  erotic  of  images. 


image  —  reeks  of  cowardice.  But  if 
there  is  anything  to  be  gained  from 
studying  Cohn’s  life  and  death,  it 
could  be  that  the  heterosexual 
world  —  both  the  Right  and  the 
Left  —  is  all  too  willing  to  launch 
homophobic  attacks  upon  those 
with  whom  it  does  not  agree.  The 
self-hatred  that  Roy  Cohn  must 


have  felt  is  matched  by  the 
homophobic  abuse  hurled  at  him 
by  his  enemies.  There  is  no  reason 
to  “claim”  Cohn  as  an  oppressed, 
fellow,  gay  person,  but  it  should 
be  noted  that  the  homophobia  us¬ 
ed  against  him  is  the  same 
homophobia  used  against  all  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men. 
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McCarthy  hearings. 
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Transsexual  Attacked 


Continued  from  page  1 
more  violence  reportedly  occurred 
as  they  “pinned  me  to  the  floor, 
pulled  away  my  clothing  and 
groped  at  my  crotch.”  Von  Butz 
said  the  paramedics  appeared  to  be 
trying  to  determine  if  she  was,  in 
fact,  a  woman.  “I  was  violated,” 
she  told  GCN.  “My  right  to 
privacy  was  absolutely  violated.” 

Nearly  three  weeks  later,  on 
February  21,  Von  Butz  said  she 
was  again  assaulted  by  police  as 
she  stood  outside  Playland,  at¬ 
tempting  to  organize  people  to 
fight  her  case  of  alleged  assault  by 
the  police  department.  According 
to  Von  Butz,  as  she  distributed 
copies  of  the  GCN  article  dealing 
with  the  February  1  incident,  “[I] 
was  grabbed  by  two  police  offic¬ 
ers,  hit  in  the  ankles  with  a  billy 
club  and  then  thrown  into  the  back 
of  a  cruiser.”  The  attack  resulted 
in  bruises,  a  dislocated  knuckle 
and  a  severely  sprained  ankle. 

From  Playland,  she  was  driven 
to  the  police  station  and  placed 
under  “protective  custody”  for 
five  hours.  “The  only  thing  they 
were  protecting,”  Von  Butz  told 
GCN,  “were  themselves....  I 
wasn’t  creating  a  disturbance  of 
any  kind  so  I  had  every  right  to  be 
there.”  At  the  time,  police  claimed 
that  they  had  detained  Von  Butz 
because  she  was  involved  in  a  fist 
fight  outside  Playland. 

After  both  incidents,  Von  Butz 
filed  complaints  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Internal  Affairs  (DIA),  a 
division  of  the  Boston  Police  De¬ 
partment  that  oversees  the  con¬ 
duct  of  its  officers.  Both  times, 
however,  her  complaints  were 
deemed  insubstantial  by  the  police 
because  they  could  find  no  wit¬ 
nesses  to  back  up  her  allegations. 


The  cases  have,  therefore,  been  ef¬ 
fectively  closed.  The  DIA  would 
not  comment  on  Von  Butz’s  com¬ 
plaints. 

Von  Butz  did  note  that  “one 
small  victory”  was  won  in  July 
when  the  DIA  found  Sargeant 
Daniel  Harrington  guilty  of  ver¬ 
bally  abusing  her  when  she  filed 
her  first  complaint  with  the  police 
in  early  February.  Von  Butz,  who 
was  accompanied  to  the  police  sta¬ 
tion  by  French  Wall,  an  assistant 
to  Boston  City  Councilor  David 
Scondras,  said  Harrington  called 
her  “man,  woman,  faggot.”  In  a 
July  10  letter  to  Von  Butz,  Police 
Commissioner  Francis  M.  Roache 
stated:  “A  review  of  all  evidence 
and  facts  surrounding  the  incident 
about  which  you  complained  re¬ 
vealed  that  Sargeant  Harrington 
did  violate  the  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment.  Therefore,  your  complaint 
against  Sargeant  Harrington  is 
classified  as  Sustained.” 

Wall  told  CCA  that  punishment 
for  Harrington  came  in  the  form 
of  a  verbal  reprimand  from  the 
Commissioner.  He  said,  “Though 
[the]  reprimand  may  be  considered 
mild  —  which  it  is  —  it  is  import¬ 
ant  because,  as  far  as  I  know,  it  is 
the  first  time  that  the  Boston 
police  have  taken  seriously  a  com¬ 
plaint  waged  by  a  transsexual 
against  one  of  its  members.” 

Von  Butz,  however,  is  far  from 
satisfied.  “I  was  harassed,”  she 
said,  “physically  abused  and  de¬ 
prived  of  my  rights  by  the  police.” 
She  added,  “I’ve  been  discrim¬ 
inated  against  and  treated  like  I’m 
some  sort  of  inhuman  thing  by 
[gay]  business.” 


Harry  Hay  Barred 

Continued  from  page  I 


able  to  the  community,  and  allow 
all  .manner  of  expression.”  Hay 
said  that  instead,  CSW  “rep¬ 
resents  the  well-heeled”  and  liken¬ 
ed  the  organizing  group  to  a  “gay 
community  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce.”  He  said,  “They  want  to 
show  the  middle-class  hetero  com¬ 
munity  that  we’re  just  like  them, 
that  we’re  just  as  good  as  them,” 
and  shy  away  from  anything  “con¬ 
troversial  or  political.” 

Behind  Haws’  rule-mongering  is 
CSW’s  stance  on  NAMBLA. 
“Child  molestation  is  not  a  gay 
rights  issue,”  he  said,  “and  this  is 
not  a  gay  sex  or  a  sex  parade.” 
Hay  counters,  “It’s  not  for  CSW 
to  decide.  And  let  me  tell  you,  I 


will  always  be  grateful  that 
25-year-old  Matt  was  there  for 
14-year -old  me.” 

NAMBLA  spokesman  David 
Watson  said  the  group  was  “ex¬ 
tremely  pleased  that  Harry 
thought  the  issue  important 
enough  to  raise  at  potential  risk  to 
himself.”  Watson  added  that  he 
was  “not  shocked  at  the  CSW  re¬ 
sponse.  We  have  dealt  with  them 
closely  enough  to  know  how 
important  their  image  is  to  them. 
They  want  us  to  be  just  like 
straights,  except  in  bed.” 

Watson  added,  “We  think  that 
gay  pride  should  be  a  celebration 
of  our  community’s  diversity,  not 
its  conformity.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Community  Voices 


playing  the  fools 
at  san  quentin 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  interested  to  tell  the  outside  world  and  also 
the  prison  system  here  in  California  about  the  gay 
people  in  San  Quentin.  Here  are  a  lot  of  gay  men, 
but  they  are  very  undercover  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  scared  to  be  taken  out  of  general  popula¬ 
tion  here  and  put  in  isolation,  and  also  to  lose 
jobs  in  the  laundry  etc.  So  they  keep  themselves 
playing  the  heterosexual  macho  part  and  trying  to 
put  the  open  gay  people  down. 

Where  1  am,  all  locked  down  [isolation],  we  go 
to  the  yard  only  3  times  a  week  for  a  few  hours.  A 
few  weeks  ago  1  threw  away  an  old  GCN  in  the 
trash  by  my  cell  and  a  few  minutes  a  ‘correctional 
officer’  passed  by  and  saw  it  and  asked  me  where 
the  hell  this  homosexual  shit  came  from.  So  1  told 
him.  So  he  gave  me  some  kind  of  looks  and  about 
5  minutes  later  I  got  4  cops  (he  needed  rein¬ 
forcements,  I  guess)  in  front  of  my  cell  making 
fun  of  me.  They  asked  me  if  1  was  gay.  I  told  them 
yes,  so  what?  So  one  of  the  cops  told  me  I  don’t 
look  gay  and  why  do  I  like  dick?  I  didn’t  answer 
him,  so  he  started  telling  on  our  tier  that  here  was 
another  ‘homo’,  which  I  didn’t  care.  The  point  is 
that  I’m  proud  to  be  what  I  am  and  don’t  under¬ 
stand  why  those  undercover  don’t  come  out  of  the 
closet  so  they  can’t  isolate  us  because  there  are  so 
many  of  us!  Let’s  get  our  gay  community  at  San 
Quentin  together! 

Well,  I’ll  be  glad  if  you  can  put  some  of  this  in 
the  paper  so  people  can  open  their  eyes  and  stop 
playing  the  fools  part. 

Well,  GCN  folks,  take  care  and  stay  down  with 
your  good  work! 

Frank  Garcia  (Alex) 

C-65606 

San  Quentin,  CA  94964 

in  dire  need 
of  coaching 

Dear  GCN, 

I’m  30  years  of  age  and  am  a  gay  black  male.  A 
incident  happen  to  me  when  I  was  about  10  years 
old.  1  was  raped  in  the  county  jail.  After  it  happen 
I  informed  my  parents.  They  raised  hell,  and  to 
my  knowledge  that  was  the  end  of  that. 

Well,  here  I  am  back  in  jail  and  since  then  1 
have  gave  in  to  homosexuality.  And  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  what  I  am  doing.  I  have  told  my 
parents  of  my  activities  down  here  while  they  were 
visiting  one  weekend.  The  only  thing  that  was  said 
was  that  1  was  growing  and  had  to  live  my  own  life 
and  that  this  kind  of  carrying  on  could  only  be  ac¬ 
cepted  here  and  not  when  I  come  home. 

What  I  would  like  to  know  from  you  is  this:  1 
have  been  incarcerated  for  about  3  years  and  the 
problem  is  like  I  said  I  have  kinda  grown  in  the 
gay  world  and  feel  that  there  is  no  turning  around 
now.  My  lover,  as  you  may  call  him,  expresses  so 
badly  how  much  he  would  like  for  me  to  go  with 
him  to  Cal.  I  probably  would  go,  but  it’s  so  hard 
for  me  to  believe.  Seeing  that  I  have  had  two  other 
promises  that  did  not  materialize.  (The  guy 
(trade)  sent  money  for  a  month  after  going  home 
and  that  was  that.) 

I’m  new  at  the  gay  experience  and  don’t  con¬ 
sider  myself  bisexual  because  I’m  turned  on  with 
men,  to  where  as  women  do  not  really  sexually 
motivate  me.  I  might  add  that  I  married  at  18  and 
do  have  a  little  boy  out  on  the  streets  somewhere. 

Could  you  advise  me  or  put  me  in  your  ad 
somewhere.  I  would  like  to  talk  to  someone  with 
experience  who  believes  in  being  dedicated.  I’m  a 
very  emotional  and  a  sincere  person  and  plan  to 
go  all  the  way  with  the  life  that  I  have  chose.  Due 
to  my  ‘feminine’  characteristic.  I’m  in  dire  need 
of  coaching. 

Also  if  possible  could  you  send  me  some 
literature  on  being  newly  gay.  Sorry  I'm  without 
funds  due  to  my  new  lifestyle  and  no  acceptance 
from  my  family. 

Your  help  will  be  most  highly  appreciated 
(respected), 

Michael  A.  Williams 
360000  Darrington 
Unit  J-l-15 
Rosharon,  TX  77583 


gen  gives  the  kids 
courage 

Dear  GCN: 

1  receive  your  paper  and  enjoy  reading  it  and 
have  met  many  friends  thru  it  in  other  prisons. 
Like  when  I  get  to  the  streets  I’m  going  to  put  in 
for  your  paper  every  year,  so  you  be  looking  for 
my  check  every  year  and  again  thank  you. 

I  think  your  paper  helps  to  give  many  of  the 
kids  in  prisons  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  fight 
for  their  rights  and  courage  to  go  on,  also  it  unites 
many  kids  together  or  with  new  friends. 

One  of  my  fellow  prison  friends  received  your 
paper  and  has  been  transferred  to  another  prison 
and  into  isolation  and  they  have  no  TV  there.  He 
says  would  you  please  forward  his  paper  to  his 
new  address. 

Again,  thank  you, 

Leon  Fuqua 

255161  Baker  A310MSC 
Box  520 

Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 

abortion  fight  far 
from  over 

Dear  GCN: 

Radical  Women  would  like  to  extend  a  public 
thank  you  to  all  those  abortion  rights  supporters 
who  participated  in  our  postcard  campaign  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  urging  them  to  uphold  Roe 
v.  Wade.  In  their  ruling  of  June  1 1,  1986,  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Abortion  Control  Act,  the  Justices 
rejected  the  Reagan  Administration’s  bid  to  over¬ 
turn  legalized  abortion  in  this  country. 

Over  10,000  postcards  calling  for  reaffirmation 
of  Roe  v.  Wade  were  distributed  nationally  to  be 
sent  to  the  Supreme  Court.  This  certainly  forced 
the  Court  to  sit  up  and  take  notice  of  the  strong 
public  sentiment  for  legal  abortion,  despite  the 
continued  escalation  of  anti-abortion  attacks  at 
the  clinics  and  in  the  legislative  and  legal  arenas. 

Of  course  the  fight  to  protect  and  extend 
reproductive  rights  is  far  from  over.  Abortion, 
childcare,  contraception  and  restrictions  against 
forced  sterilization  are  part  of  a  long  list  of  civil 
rights  gains  for  women,  people  of  color,  lesbians 
and  gays,  and  working  people  which  the  right- 
wing  seeks  to  overturn.  The  recent  Supreme 
Court  ruling  sanctioning  laws  which  criminalize 
homosexual  activity  and  continued  assaults  on 
abortion  clinics  are  only  two  examples. 

The  tremendous  response  to  the  abortion  post¬ 
card  campaign  shows  the  power  of  mass  public 
protest.  We  can  defeat  the  rightwing  —  the  real 
terrorists  of  the  ’80s  —  if  we  organize  in  mutual 
self-defense  to  protect  all  our  hard-won  gains. 

In  solidarity, 

Constance  Scott 
San  Francisco,  CA 


the  sexiest  tongue 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  respond  to  the  letter  about  the  film 
My  Beautiful  Laundrette  from  Kelly  R.  of  Moun¬ 
tain  View,  CA. 

Kelly  R.  writes  that  MBL  is  not  a  good  Film  but 
he  does  not  tell  us  what  he  thinks  a  good  film 
should  be.  After  seeing  MBL  1  thought,  “Wow  of 
all  the  gay  films  I’ve  ever  seen,  none  has  come  as 
close  to  my  own  gay  experience  as  this  one  has.  ”  I 
am  a  punk  with  a  Puerto  Rican  lover.  We  both 
loved  the  film  and  laughed  at  many  of  the  film’s 
scenes  which  were  similar  to  experiences  we’ve 
had  in  our  own  relationship.  Grinning  punk 
Daniel  Day  Lewis  has  the  sexiest  tongue  I’ve  ever 
seen  on  screen.  I  like  the  way  this  movie  leaps  for¬ 
ward  and  doesn’t  wait  for  anyone  in  the  audience 
who  might  still  have  problems  accepting  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

No  other  gay  film  has  made  me  so  glad  I  am  gay 
—  that  is  enough  to  make  My  Beautiful  Laun¬ 
drette  a  good  film  to  me. 

Thank  you. 

Chris  Sullivan 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


sex  appeal 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to  Gary 
Sandison,  Chair  of  the  Education  Subcommittee 
of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 

Dear  Gary  and  Staff: 

Your  letter  [ Bay  Windows,  July  17,  1986]  in 
response  to  my  Bay  Windows  article  [July  10, 
1986]  entitled  “I  HATE  Safe  Sex”  confirms  what 
I  have  been  feeling,  even  while  it  attempts  to  deny 
or  diminish  what  I’ve  said.  Because  of  this,  it’s 
imperative  that  I  respond. 

In  your  first  paragraph  you  point  out  that  I  pre¬ 
sent  only  one  person’s  opinion.  I’m  very  con¬ 
cerned  that  you  believe  this  to  be  true,  when  in 
fact  there  are  many  gay  men  out  there  who  have 
similar  responses  to  “safe”  sex.  As  a  committee 
charged  with  educating  gay  men  about  safer  sex,  I 
wonder  if  you  need  to  get  better  in  touch  with 
whom  you’re  educating.  Otherwise,  you  could  be 
greatly  limiting  your  effectiveness. 

You  also  state  in  the  first  paragraph  that  my  ar¬ 
ticle  “does  nothing  to  encourage  gay  men  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  safer  sex.”  Nevertheless,  1  devoted  the 
first  section  of  my  article  to  a  balanced  portrayal 
of  the  AIDS  crisis.  I  never  denied  its  gravity,  nor 
the  need  for  responsible  sexual  practices.  What  1 
did  was  to  criticize  how  safer  sex  is  being  pro¬ 
moted.  What  I  concluded  with  was  an  honest 
reaction  to  that  —  rightfully  indignant  as  it  was. 
Rather  than  dismiss  such  a  reaction  as  being  out 
of  line,  I  believe  you  need  to  examine  it  and 
understand  it.  How  could  any  self-respecting  gay 
man  in  touch  with  his  feelings  not  hate  safer  sex  as 
it’s  currently  portrayed? 

Besides,  must  everything  written  (or  even  said) 
be  nothing  short  of  thrilled  at  the  prospect  of 
radically  altering  our  sexuality?  Isn’t  this  border¬ 
ing  on  censorship  within  the  gay  community? 

Ah,  but  it’s  for  our  own  good,  isn’t  it?  As  you 
conclude  in  the  first  paragraph  of  your  letter,  my 
article  “gives  a  convenient  excuse  to  anyone  grap¬ 
pling  with  this  issue  to  say  ‘why  bother?”’  Does 
this  mean  that  I’m  now  morally  responsible  for 
the  behavior  of  anyone  who  has  read  my  article 
and  is  not  practicing  safer  sex?  How  silly.  Anyone 
who  is  not  sexually  responsible  has  already  come 
up  with  plenty  of  rationalizations  for  his 
behavior.  Don’t  we  all? 

Please  don’t  scapegoat  me. 

And  please  don’t  diminish  my  position,  as  you 
did  in  your  second  paragraph  with  the  statement, 
“We  cannot  simply  lump  safer  sex  recommenda¬ 
tions  under  oppression  because  we’re  angry, 
frustrated,  sad  and  confused  about  having  to  deal 
with  it.”  For  one  thing,  this  smacks  of  the  very 
condescension  I’ve  been  complaining  about. 
How  can  you  so  patronizingly  dismiss  such  a  very 
understandable  reaction?  More  bothersome, 
though,  is  your  attempt  to  dismiss  my  major  con¬ 
tention  as  an  emotional,  and  therefore  inconse¬ 
quential,  reaction.  As  painstakingly  detailed  in 
my  article,  much  safer  sex  promotion  is  in  fact 
oppressive  to  gay  men  —  and  your  damn  tootin’ 
I’m  angry  about  that! 

In  the  third  paragraph  of  your  letter  you  resort 
to  quoting  alarming  numbers,  statistics,  followed 
by  the  usual  exhortation  to  practice  “safe  sex”  at 
all  times,  with  all  people.  Would  you  please  ad¬ 
dress  the  question  on  so  many  gay  men’s  minds  — 
just  what  is  “safe?”  How  is  the  line  drawn  bet¬ 
ween  what  is  safe  sexual  behavior  and  what  is  un¬ 
safe?  Is  it  so  cut  and  dried?  Or  will  you  admit  that 
there  are  degrees  of  risk  involved  in  all  sexual 
behavior,  and  that’s  about  all  you  know,  or  can 
surmise?  Will  you  then  allow  us  our  right  as 
responsible  adults  to  decide,  with  our  sexual  part¬ 
ners,  just  how  much  risk  we  are  willing  to  take? 

And  as  for  your  noting  that  peer  support  and 
peer  pressure  were  reported  as  effective  in  getting 
gay  men  to  practice  safer  sex,  excuse  my  concern, 
but  we  gay  men  have  endured  enough  peer  pres¬ 
sure  during  our  lives.  This  gay  man  is  going  to 
decide  things  for  himself,  thank  you,  independent 
of  outside  pressure. 

You  contend  in  your  penultimate  paragraph 
that  articles  and  headlines  such  as  mine  “under¬ 
mine  the  efforts  of  AIDS  organizations  through¬ 
out  the  country  that  are  continually  putting  out 
positive,  supportive  safe  sex  messages.”  Please 
read  my  article  again.  The  point  is  that,  whether 
they  realize  it  or  not,  AIDS  organizations  are 
often  putting  out  negative  messages  to  gay  men. 
If  anything  is  being  undermined,  it  is  gay  male 
sexuality. 

“We  must  provide  encouragement  and 
reinforcement  to  individuals  practicing  safe 
sex. We  cannot  do  it  without  each  other’s  help  and 
understanding.”  Such  is  how  you  conclude  your 
letter,  and  I  couldn’t  agree  with  you  more,  with 
the  exception  of  your  use  of  “safe”  sex.  It  doesn’t 
exist.  “Safer”  sex  does.  Iris  time  the  AAC  started 
using  this  more  realistic  term  consistently,  as  do 
other  major  AIDS  organizations. 

My  fellow  gay  men  and  women,  can  we  talk?  I 
believe  we  must,  because  we  are  dealing  with  so 
much  loss  and  pain. 

We  must  remember,  and  never  forget,  that  the 
community  at  large  considers  our  sexuality 
dispensable.  In  the  face  of  all  this  hatred  and  in¬ 
difference,  we  must  strive  to  regain  the  joy  and 
exhuberance  in  our  sexualtiy  —  while  not  neglect¬ 
ing  our  health  or  our  feelings. 

This  is  the  challenge  I  would  like  to  take  on 
with  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen  R.  Batchelor 


Friday  September  26 

at 

The  Somerville  Theater 

BRIGHT  MORNING  STAR 

returning  after  last  year's  sold  out  performance 
of  folk,  progressive  and  gay/lesbian  music 

utttA  d/keciat  yuett  feerfanitaMce 

7 07H  TvUSOTt  TVS'ntSSKq 

gay  song-writer  and  author  of  the  Ten  Percent  Revue 
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Speaking  Out - - - 

The  Meese  Commission: 

Ominous  Implications  for  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians 

By  Mark  Me  Harry 


The  recent  GCN  articles  on  the  Meese  Commission  —  even  Carol  Vance’s  otherwise 
perceptive  piece  —  have  ignored  the  fact  that  the  Commission  would  outlaw  mere  posses¬ 
sion  of  all  material  depicting  people  under  21  engaged  in  sexual  activity.' 

Even  the  straight  news  media  have  been  reporting  for  months  that  the  Commission 
believes  unanimously  that  any  erotic  depiction  of  even  19  and  20-year-olds  is  “child  por¬ 
nography”  and  must  be  suppressed.2 

The  implications  for  gays  and  lesbians  are  ominous  if  this  view  is  passed  into  law. 

Central  to  our  defense  of  our  sexuality  is  our  First  Amendment  right  to  discuss  and 
depict  it.  The  repression  of  erotica  depicting  young  people  is  ineluctably  linked  to  the  repres¬ 
sion  of  erotica  depicting  adults.  From  progressive  sex  education  books  like  Show  Me  — 
which  has  already  been  withdrawn  from  sale  —  to  the  coming-out  stories  of  young  lesbians, 
a  wide  variety  of  material  that  discusses  sex  will,  I  believe,  come  under  attack. 

Great  Britain,  which  consistently  leads  the  U.S.  in  censoring  obscenity,  killed  the 
Paedophile  Information  Exchange  in  1984  by  giving  prison  sentences  to  three  of  its  leaders. 
Their  crime  was  not  having  sex  with  children,  but  only  publishing  a  rather  innocuous  article 
that  discusses  adult-child  sex.2 

PIE  had  been  the  most  visible  of  the  sex-radical  organizations  in  the  U.K.  With  the 
group’s  leadership  out  of  the  way,  the  British  authorities  immediately  turned  their  attention 
to  gay  and  lesbian  books.  HM  Customs  and  Excise  raided  several  gay  bookstores,  seizing 
titles  like  Gore  Vidal,  Sartre,  Lillian  Faderman,  and  even  Edward  Carpenter  as  “indecent 
or  obscene.”  The  raids  forced  one  book  dealer  out  of  business  and  cost  others,  including 
Giovanni’s  Room  here  in  the  U.S.,  substantial  sums  of  money.4 

Up  until  now,  child  pornography  has  served  as  a  lightning  rod  for  the  Right’s  attack  on 
sex,  deflecting  its  ire  away  from  the  more  “respectable”  elements  of  the  gay  community. 
But  as  the  British  experience  shows  us,  it  is  naive  to  expect  that  the  forces  of  repression  will 
stop  with  boy-lovers. 

After  all,  the  Meese  Commission  got  its  start  when  President  Reagan  announced  its 
creation  at  the  signing  of  the  1984  amendments  to  the  Child  Protection  Act.  The  Act  is  an 
child  porn  law  which  was  toughened  to  raise  from  16  to  18  the  age  below  which  depictions  of 
sexuality  are  outlawed,  and  to  remove  a  requirement  that  commercial  interest  in  porn  traf¬ 
ficking  be  proved  —  the  two  tools  that  the  Department  of  Justice  had  been  asking  for  to  go 
after  gay  men  with  teenage  lovers.5  Less  than  10  months  after  the  amendments  were  enacted, 
the  Justice  Department  boasted  that  their  effect  “has  been  dramatic”  in  putting  men  behind 
bars.6 

In  addition,  gay  men  who  do  not  think  of  themselves  as  pedophiles  have  fallen  victim  to 
the  recently  passed  state  statutes  that  ban  possession  of  erotica  depicting  teenagers.7 

If  the  Meese  Commission’s  proposals  on  child  porn  become  law,  clearly  far  more  gay 
men  will  be  in  danger  of  arrest. 

But  worse,  as  the  definitions  of  obscenity  are  expanded,  the  larger  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  will  find  itself  fighting  costly  and  debilitating  battles  to  defend  its  right  to  read  and  to 
discuss  a  much  wider  variety  of  sex-related  material. 

Once  the  Meese  Commission’s  recommendations  are  passed,  how  many  gay  magazines 
from  Europe,  like  Gai  Pied  and  Revolt,  will  be  allowed  into  this  country?  How  many 
women’s  groups  here  will  continue  publishing  thoughtful  journals  like  Bad  Attitude  and  On 
Our  Backs  —  both  of  which  have  had  explicit  sexual  content  —  knowing  that  prosecutors 


will  be  waiting  to  go  after  those  with  material  about  19  and  20  -year-old  “children?” 

The  Meese  Commission  has  framed  the  porn  debate  in  stark  terms  for  the  gay  com- 
ty.  Ever  since  the  passage  of  the  first  version  of  the  Child  Protection  Act  in  1977,  gays  have 
acquiesced  to  the  Right’s  drawing  an  ever-higher  line  to  ban  representations  of  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  sexuality:  first  at  16  in  1977,  then  at  18  in  1984,  and  now  21. 

The  Right  wing  can  go  no  higher  in  proscribing  children’s  sexuality.  Its  next  target  will 
be  gay  adults.  Gays  and  lesbians  who  ignore  this  issue  in  their  critique  of  the  Meese  Commis¬ 
sion  do  so  at  their  peril. 

'Carol  S.  Vance,  “Meese  Commission:  The  Porn  Police  Attack,”  GCN,  July  27-Aug.  2,  1986,  p.  3. 
The  Commission  recommends  that  states  amend  their  laws  to  make  the  knowing  possession  of  child 
pornography  a  felony  (Commission  Recommendation  45)  and  that  Congress  enact  legislation  pro¬ 
hibiting  anyone  from  producing  sexually  explicit  visual  depictions  of  people  under  21  (Recommenda¬ 
tion  38).  In  the  zeal  to  eradicate  all  sexual  material  involving  people  under  21,  the  Commission  also 
recommends  that  state  legislatures  make  it  a  felony  to  merely  give  or  receive  information  as  to  where 
sexually  explicit  materials  depicting  children  can  be  found  (Rec  48),  and  that  Congress  enact  legislation 
outlawing  exchanging  information  through  computer  networks  concerning  child  pornography  (Rec. 
39.) 

'Seee.g.,  “ACLU  Says  Panel  Plans  Antipornography  Drive,”  the  Washington  Post,  Feb.  24,  1986;  "2 
on  U.S.  Panel  Dissent  on  Pornography’s  Impact,”  the  New  York  Times,  May  19,  1986. 

*“In  Brief,”  P.A.N.  magazine,  Amsterdam,  Oct.  1984;  “Jail  Fear  of  Child  Sex  Men,”  The  Standard, 
London,  Nov.  14,  1984. 

4 Newsletter  on  Intellectual  Freedom,  American  Library  Association,  Jan.  1985;  “Customs  Hit  New 
Target,”  Capital  Gay,  London,  June  22,  1984. 

5“New  Tool  of  the  New  Right:  Child  Pornography  and  the  Law,”  NAMBLA  Journal  Six,  1983. 

‘Statement  of  Victoria  Toensing,  Deputy  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Department  of  Justice  before 
the  Committee  on  Governmental  Affairs,  Permanent  Subcommittee  on  Investigations,  U.S.  Senate, 
Feb.  21,  1985,  S.  Hrg.  99-18,  Pt.2. 

’“Naked  Teen  Photos  Net  Man  Sentence,”  The  Yellow  Page,  Cincinnati,  March,  1985. 

Mark  McHarry,  a  resident  of  San  Francisco  and  a  consultant  to  computer  and  elec¬ 
tronic  companies,  cannot  tolerate  government  regulation  of  speech. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices 


misunderstanding  of  transsexuals 


Dear  GCN: 

My  name  is  Donna  May  James;  at  one  time 
long  ago  it  was  Donald  Howard  James.  1  am  a 
male  to  female  transsexual.  I  feel  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  misunderstanding  of  us  (transsexuals)  in 
the  world  in  general,  but  1  have  a  hard  time  un¬ 
derstanding  why  there  is  so  much  dislike  for  us  in 
the  gay  community.  We  are  all  sexual  minorities 
and  as  such  should  work  together  to  further  the 
understanding  that  we  are  all  human  beings.  We 
all  hurt,  cry,  bleed,  need  friends,  love,  hate,  and 
feel  alone  at  times.  Yes  we  are  human  too.  We  feel 
like  anyone  and  care  as  much  as  anyone,  why 
must  we  be  looked  down  on  for  being  who  we 
must?  A  transsexual  is  not  such  by  choice,  it  is  a 
drive,  an  instinct  which  can  only  be  fought  for  so 
long,  then  the  lie  becomes  too  much.  In  my  case  I 
had  come  down  with  diabetes  and  needed  200 
units  of  insulin  daily,  in  48  hours  after  I  ‘came 
out’  and  faced  my  problem  ana  maae  tne  in¬ 
evitable  decision  to  go  through  with  surgery  I  was 
OFF  insulin  and  have  not  needed  it  for  two  years 
now.  It  is  a  very  real  thing  for  those  of  us  who  are 
truly  transsexual.  Unfortunately,  there  are  some 
people  who  use  transsexuality  to  hide  gay  feelings 
but  this  is  seldom  the  case.  Testing  is  quite  exten¬ 
sive  and  accurate.  A  few  do  get  by  and  that  is  un¬ 
fortunate  especially  for  them,  for  it  is  a  mistake 
that  one  carries  for  life;  there  is  no  turning  back. 

The  other  night  when  leaving  a  gay  bar  in  Seat¬ 
tle  myself,  a  friend,  and  my  lover  were  called  a 
“Bunch  of  disgusting  Drag  Queens,”  by  three 
gay  men.  When  my  friend  corrected  them  as  to 
the  fact  we  were  transsexuals  they  became  much 
more  derogatory  and  rude.  They  sounded  like 
Hets  cracking  gay  jokes.  I  am  a  TS  true,  and  I  am 
also  a  lesbian,  so  for  me  being  a  TS  is  confronting 
and  admitting  my  gay  feelings.  I  am  sure  this  will 
offend  some  gay  people  but  I  ask  you  this,  don’t  I 
have  the  right  to  be  who  1  truly  am?  I  don’t  ques¬ 
tion  or  put  down  anyone’s  sexuality.  We  are  all 
different  and  it  is  that  difference  that  can  at  times 
breed  fear.  We  as  humans  all  fear  the  unknown 
and  for  years  transsexuals  have  been  afraid  to 
come  out  of  the  closet  and  say  look  at  me  I’m 
human  and  good  and  as  real  a  person  as  the  next. 

My  lover  and  now  spouse  (we  must  divorce 
before  the  surgery  in  December)  have  been  to¬ 
gether  for  over  eight  years  and  there  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  in  her  mind  that  I  am  truly  a  woman,  just  as 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind.  1  have  felt  this  way 
since  my  earliest  recollections.  1  know  I  am  a 
woman,  1  also  know  1  am  very  human  and  wish  to 
help  tear  down  the  barriers  that  exist  between 


transsexuals  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  a  hard  task 
indeed,  as  anyone  who  has  fought  for  gay  rights 
knows.  But  we  not  only  have  to  fight  the 
‘straight’  community  but  also  we  must  fight  for 
rights  in  the  gay  community,  I  am  proud  to  be 
who  I  am.  1  don’t  like  being  a  transsexual  but  it  is 
the  only  way  for  me  to  become  whole.  I  wouldn’t 
wish  what  1  have  and  am  going  through  to  my 
worst  enemy.  I  will  be  more  than  happy  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  anyone  who  is  interested  in  hopes  of 
furthering  understanding.  I  know  people  who 
haven’t  been  or  are  going  through  this  can’t  fully 
understand  but  we  are  all  human  and  we  are 
capable  of  understanding  a  lot,  and  the  compas¬ 
sion  we  all  share  as  humans  can  do  a  lot  if  we  let 
it. 

As  transsexuals  we  face  discrimination  on  a 
daily  basis.  When  1  was  in  my  closet  1  was 
employed  as  a  manager  of  a  successful  computer 
business  with  over  a  half  million  year  gross.  After 
coming  out  I  have  been  unable  to  find  work.  I  am 
not  unskilled;  I  ran  an  auto  garage  for  one  year, 
owned  and  drove  a  ’78  Peterbilt  for  over  300,000 
miles  with  no  accidents;  while  in  college  I  ran  a 
photo/graphic  arts  studio  and  maintained  a  GPA 
of  3.8.  I  should  be  able  to  find  work  one  would 
think,  but  no  such  luck.  So  let’s  at  least  be 
friends,  we  may  not  agree  on  everything  but  who 
does,  and  in  a  lot  of  ways  we  face  the  same,  if  not 
worse  problems  than  the  gay  community  in 
general. 

For  anyone  who  is  interested  in  corresponding 
with  me  either  for  information  or  to  express  their 
opinion  or  to  clear  up  possible  misunderstandings 
my  address  is:  Donna  May  James,  1061  N.  Hwy 
95  #6,  Moscow,  ID  83843.  Or  you  may  wish  to 
correspond  with  my  spouse  in  which  case  it  is 
Kathie  P.  James,  same  address.  Let’s  be  friends. 

I  have  also  done  time  in  the  state  of  Wash¬ 
ington  in  the  ’70s  and  am  very  familiar  with  the 
problems  faced  by  gay  and  transsexual  people  in 
prison.  Any  prisoners,  gay,  lesbian,  or  transsex¬ 
ual  if  you  need  a  friend  please  feel  free  to  write 
me.  I  will  answer  your  letters;  I  may  be  slow  but  it 
is  because  I  am  writing  lots  of  people  as  well  as 
publishing  our  local  gay  news  letter.  Parallel 
Lines,  so  it  may  take  a  little  while  to  get  off  an 
answer  but  Kathie  or  myself  WILL  answer  your 
letters.  We  believe  ALL  people  are  worth  caring 
about.  Please  write. 

In  Gay  Love, 

Donna  May  James 
Moscow,  ID 


non-aggressive 
prisoners  unite! 

Dear  GCN, 

There  are  a  large  number  of  prisoners  who  are 
not  violent  or  aggressive.  This  includes  some 
gays,  youngsters,  pacifists,  whoever. 

However,  when  these  people  are  put  in  prison 
they  are  often  thrown  in  with  some  highly  ag¬ 
gressive  people  in  a  brutal  situation/attitude, 
with  no  concern  for  their  safety.  At  least  it  is  this 
way  in  Texas.  A  few  months  ago  I  decided  — 
that’s  enough!  I  began  making  some  waves,  got 
down  the  law  books,  and  quickly  learned  that  I 
was  in  over  my  head.  Fortunately  “Just  Us”  (an 
inmate  legal  association)  in  Louisiana  is  helping. 

There’s  no  excuse  for  the  state  to  take 
youngsters,  gays  or  anyone  else  who  is  non¬ 
violent  [pris.  proj.  note:  95  percent  of  prisoners 
are  inside  for  " crimes  against  property"  —  as  op¬ 
posed  to  “ violence  against  persons"],  and  to  put 
them  (us)  into  a  situation  where  that  person  has  to 
either:  l)go  to  “protective  custody”  and  be 
deprived  of  library,  law  library,  work,  recreation 
and  vocational  training  ‘privileges’;  2)be  abused, 
robbed,  or  killed;  or  3)  become  violent  ourselves. 

A  law  suit  is  being  prepared  to  force  the  Texas 
prison  system  to  designate  a  unit  or  units  solely 
for  persons  who  have  no  violence  in  their 
background  and  who  want  a  reasonably  safe  en¬ 
vironment  to  do  our  time  in. 

If  you  [dear  reader]  fit  into  this  category,  I  need 
to  hear  from  you  (whether  you’re  in  Texas  or 
not).  We  need  to  know  how  the  violent  environ¬ 
ment  you’re  forced  to  live  in  has  affected  you. 
We’re  also  in  desperate  need  of  some  real  at¬ 
torneys  to  represent  us,  but  unfortunately  we 
have  no  funds.  If  you  can  help,  please  contact  me. 
Thank  you, 

Michael  Vines 
351686  E2-309 
Ellis  Unit  II 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


hit  reagan  where  it 
hurts 

Dear  GCN: 

They  want  our  money,  they  want  our  labor,  but 
they  don’t  want  us. 

It’s  beginning  to  look  more  and  more  like  “Gay 
Apartheid.”  In  the  last  few  weeks  the  Justice 
Department  has  okay’d  discrimination  against 
persons  with  AIDS,  the  Supreme  Court  has  said 
that  the  Constitution  and  the  Declaration  of  In¬ 
dependence  do  not  apply  to  homosexuals,  and,  in 
California,  the  La  Rouche  Initiative  has  qualified 
for  the  November  ballot.  If  it  passes,  people  — 
including  little  children  —  who  show  AIDS  anti¬ 
bodies  may  be  isolated  and  possibly  interned. 
And  if  it  happens  in  California,  it’ll  happen  ail 
across  the  United  States.  Anybody  who  thinks  the 
government  wouldn’t  move  Gays  and  Lesbians 
need  only  look  to  the  World  War  II  experience  of 
Japanese-Americans,  and  more  recently  to  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  move  10,000  Native  Americans  in 
Arizona. 

Well,  if  Uncle  Sam  wants  to  act  like  South 
Africa,  then  all  oppressed  people  —  all  —  should 
fight  back  with  economic  sanctions. 

We  can  begin  by  changing  our  Withholding : 
Forms  (W-4’s)  to  “Exempt”  and  refusing  to  pay 
our  state  and  federal  income  taxes.  We  then  can 
take  that  money  and  contribute  it  to  those  organ¬ 
izations  that  are  fighting  for  our  rights.  Why 
should  we  pay  a  government  that  seeks  to  oppress 
and  criminalize  us? 

If  we  don’t  pay  our  taxes,  we  may  go  to  jail,  but 
at  least  we  won’t  be  paying  for  our  internment 
with  our  own  money.  And  it’ll  be  for  a  finite 
period  of  time.  Internment  time  for  having 
HTLV-III  antibodies  will  be  indefinite. 

If  all  (estimated)  23,000,000  Gay  and  Lesbian 
people  do  this,  and  all  other  oppressed  peoples  do 
this,  we  will  hit  Reagan  where  it  hurts  most:  right 
in  his  big,  fat  deficit. 

In  liberty, 

Tom  Williams 
Bernardo  Guerrero 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


P.S.  Ask  your  friends  to  do  this.  Ask  them  to  ask 
their  friends  to  do  this.  Ask  them  to  ask  their 
friends  to  do  this . . . 
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Women  Take  Liberty  in  ’86 
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TEN  PERCENT 
PETUHifUE 


WORDS  AND  1  MUSIC  BV 

TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 


ai  the 

GIFFORD  HOUSE  CABARET 

PROVINCETOWN 

JUNE  27 -SEPTEMBER  I 

NIGHTLY  at  5:00  PM 
(except  Tuesdays) 


Reservations:  487-0688 


NEW  YORK  —  “It  was  a  wild  mix,”  reflected  Roberta  Hayes  in  reference  to  the  collision  of  tourists 
and  lesbians  during  the  August  3  “Women  Take  Liberty  in  ’86”  demonstration  held  to  celebrate  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  and  to  “affirm  a  feminist  vision  of  our  future,”  to  quote  a  flyer  an¬ 
nouncing  the  event.  “People’s  heads  kept  turning - It  was  a  real  ‘up’  event,”  Hayes  concluded. 

Approximately  300-350  women  joined  in  the  action,  with  significant  numbers  coming  from  the 
Midwest  and  South,  according  to  Hayes.  Initiated  by  Women  Rising  in  Resistance,  a  national  feminist  net¬ 
work  whose  main  organizing  group  is  in  Champaign,  Illinois,  the  event  was  billed  as  an  “empowering 
celebration”  and  included  dancing  to  drums,  as  well  as  various  strategic  manoeuvers  to  outwit  security  of¬ 
ficials  and  hang  banners  from  the  Statue.  The  banner  pictured  above  reads:  Witches  Weave  Wishes  for 
Womyn’s  Wisdom,  Wildness  &  Will. 

Hayes,  a  Boston  organizer  for  the  event,  described  the  participants  as  “mostly  white.”  The  tourists,  she 
noted,  were  mostly  Europeans,  Asians  and  white  North  Americans.  Hayes  was  disappointed  with  the 
response  from  Boston  feminists;  she  posited  conflicting  schedules  with  Pledge  of  Resistance  actions  as  one 
factor  of  that  response. 

—  filed  from  Boston  by  Loie  Hayes 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CAJLL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 


40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840 


(617)  683-7676 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
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•  '  ' 


•  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


1586  Granville  Street 
Halifa*  Novj  Scotia 
Tel  (9021  423  6814 
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Confused  at  18:  A  Friend’s  Advice 


By  Dan  Kaufman 


Dear  Steve, 

Please  excuse  the  formalness  of 
a  typed  letter,  but  it  is  the  best  way 
for  me  to  gather  my  thoughts,  and 
besides,  my  handwriting  is  really 
bad. 

First,  a  bit  of  background;  I 
don’t  know  how  comfortable  you 
are  with  homosexuality,  although 
when  1  asked  Ken  he  told  me  that 
you  had  thought  about  it  and, 
perhaps,  you  had  even  considered 
it,  along  with  bi-sexuality.  Ken 
told  me  about  your  conversation 
with  him  the  night  you  two  got 
drunk,  but  he  told  me  in  the 
strictest  of  confidence,  and  you 
need  not  worry  about  anyone 
finding  out  about  it. 

When  I  was  18,  the  very  thought 
of  being  gay  was  so  scary,  I  tended 
not  to  think  of  it.  That  you  are 
talking  about  it,  can  even  say  the 
word  is  a  huge  step  in  my  eyes.  But 
you  must  be  careful  about  the  de¬ 
fenses  you  put  up  against  it.  I  can 
see  them  because  I  put  them  up 
too,  as  do  a  lot  of  people.  The 
defenses  include  trying  to  prove  to 
others,  and  yourself,  that  you’re 
not  gay,  usually  by  hanging 
around  and  trying  to  find  attrac¬ 
tion  in  the  opposite  sex  a  lot  more 
than  you  usually  do.  1  would  guess 
that  your  conversation  with  Ken 
tipped  this  reaction  off,  and  I 
think  that,  while  it’s  natural  to  put 
up  defenses,  it’s  a  shame.  Because 
while  you  could  be  finding  out 
more  about  yourself,  you  are  ex¬ 
pending  a  lot  of  energy  putting  on 


believe,  and  most  couldn’t  care 
less  about. 

Some  more  background:  I  fell  in 
love  for  my  first  time  when  I  was 
18  (I’m  21  now).  I  was  in  Israel  at 
the  time,  on  a  year  program  with 
39  other  Americans,  and  I  fell  in 
love  with  someone  from  Califor¬ 
nia.  Maybe  I  fell  in  love  with  his 
hair;  I  don’t  know.  But  it  was  love 
—  all  of  the  songs  suddenly  made 
so  much  sense!  But,  because  of 
what  society  told  me  (you  may 


stereotypes.  I  had  strong  wrists; 
my  speech  was  normal;  and  I  had 
no  desire  at  all  to  design  interiors 
or  cut  hair.  I  had  never  met 
another  gay  person  (so  I  thought), 
and  there  were  certainly  no  models 
for  me  to  follow.  I  couldn’t  point 
to  a  house  down  the  street  and  say, 
“A  gay  couple  lives  there,  and 
they’re  good,  normal  people.”  It 
wasn’t  until  I  got  to  college  that  I 
saw  openly  gay  people  who  actu¬ 
ally  liked  being  gay  and  had 


If  each  of  us  takes  on  the  respon¬ 
sibility  to  better  inform  people 
about  the  differences  in  our  world, 
it  will  be  easier  for  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  of  gay  people  and  all 
minorities . 


have  heard  this  rap  before),  1  felt 
so  scared  and  alone,  because  I 
was  a  male  and  he  was,  too.  It 
took  me  eight  months  just  to  admit 
to  myself  that  I  loved  him,  and 
even  then  I  struggled  with  it, 
because  I  believed  it  was  wrong. 
As  it  turned  out,  to  make  matters 
worse,  he  was  straight  and  had  a 
girlfriend.  That  just  made  him 
more  attractive  to  me  —  I  loved 
somebody  normal. 

But  the  thing  that  got  me  the 
most  was  that  1  just  didn’t  fit  the 


learned  to  deal  with  it. 

Steve,  I’m  not  trying  to  recruit 
you,  and  anyway,  that’s  just  a 
myth  purported  by  people  who  are 
scared  of  gays.  You  are  what  you 
are;  I’m  just  trying  to  make  it 
easier,  like  I  wished  someone 
would  have  made  it  easier  for  me.  I 
had  a  horrible  first  semester  at 
school  because  I  struggled  so  hard 
with  my  sexuality.  I  went  in  ready 
for  anything:  I  told  myself 
whatever  came  along,  male  or 
female,  I  would  try  it  if  it  felt  right. 


I  thought  I  was  bi-sexual  for  a 
while.  A  woman  fell  in  love  with 
me,  and  I  thought  she  was  the 
answer  to  my  prayers.  She  was 
older  than  I  was,  which  made  it 
even  more  intriguing. 

And  then  we  spent  a  night  in  my 
room  talking  until  two  in  the 
morning,  and  I  suggested  we  go  to 
sleep.  I  went  to  brush  my  teeth.  I 
came  back,  and  she  was  in  my  bed, 
I  felt  so  badly,  but  I  was  not  going 
to  sleep  with  her  —  it  definitely  did 
not  feel  right.  As  it  turned  out,  I 
messed  up  her  semester  pretty 


Oops! 

We  forgot  to  mention  last 
week  that  Alison  Bechdel’s  car¬ 
toon  ‘‘Political  Dykes  to 
Watch  Out  For”  came  to  us 
courtesy  of  Firebrand  Books. 
Look  for  a  whole  Dykes  to 
Watch  Out  For  collection 
which  Firebrand  will  publish 
this  Fall.  Or  send  your  $8.20 
now  to:  Firebrand  Books, 
Ithaca,  N.Y.  14850. 


Continued  on  page  II 


Join  a  new  beginning  of 
woman- i  dent  if  ied 
music  with 
LABRYS 
TURN  AROUND 


Lidystipprr 

or 

$8  98 
0  L ABRYS-7 

P  0. Box  174 
Tolland,  CT  06084 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned,  staff¬ 
ed,  or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $150  per  year,  please  call 
Dan  Page  at  (617)  426-4469 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
482-4662 


ACUPUNCTURE  CLEANING 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac.  GRIMESOLVERS! 

ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR.  Residential  and  Commercial 
15  Kenwood  St.  Cleaning  Service 

Somerville,  MA  02144  501  Shirley  Street 

Winthrop,  MA  02152 


625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

|UDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 
DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 

WOMEN 

53  River  Street 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 

Suite  830 

50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 
LA8WORK 
STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA021 1 1 

338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LlCSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LlCSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02 1 22 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186'/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 
TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 
PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

277-0230 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


On  Stage  in  Provincetown: 


Drag  Queens,  Singing  Dykes 
and  Other  Sundry  Perverts 


•  ••  . .  1 . 1  -  '  •  *  oj  ■  1  ii  » 

By  Don  Hill 

Despite  its  pushy  mainstream  commercialism  by 
day,  Provincetown  justifiably  retains  its  reputation 
by  night  as  a  center  of  non-traditional  entertainment. 
After  the  couples  with  children  and  other  daytrip- 
pers  have  left,  the  town  begins  to  speak  with  a  dif¬ 
ferent  voice  —  one  in  which  dragqueens  (or  "impres¬ 
sionists"  as  we  are  now  to  call  them),  singing  dykes 
and  other  sundry  perverts  have  their  say. 

The  entertainment  scene  in  Provincetown  is 
dominated  by  guesthouses  which  open  their  bars 
and  other  generally  dismal  spaces  to  the  performers. 
The  atmosphere  at  performances  reflects  this  em¬ 
phasis  on  drinking  which  seems  to  be  a  staple  of 
Provincetown  life  —  audience  behavior  ranges  from 
borderline  rowdy  (the  Backroom  of  the  Crown  and 
Anchor)  to  chic  but  tipsy  (the  Gifford  House  for  Ten 
Percent  Revue). 

While  the  cost  of  admittance  is  usually  less  than 
ten  dollars,  in  virtually  every  establishment,  the  pa¬ 
tron  is  expected  to  buy  at  least  two  drinks  —  one 
large  establishment  tastelessly  puts  cards  on  each 
table  making  very  clear  this  expectation.  Not  being  a 
drinker  should  not  prevent  attendance  at  these  af¬ 
fairs,  however,  as  one  can  always  order  soft  drinks 
and  ignore  the  sighs  and  hisses  of  the  waiters  and 
waitresses  (they  will  get  over  it  soon  enough). 

What  follows  here  is  not  meant  to  be  an  exhaus¬ 
tive  survey  of  the  goings-on  in  Provincetown,  but 
rather  a  sampling  of  highlights. 

Ten  Percent  Revue 

At  the  Gifford  House  Cabaret.  Nightly  (except  Tuesdays) 
at  8:00  p.m.  Through  September  1st.  Featuring  Jenifer 
Firestone.  Elliot  Piishaw,  David  Smith,  Helena  Snow 
and  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg.  Reservations  necessary  and 
sometimes  hard  to  get. 

Undoubtedly  the  hottest  ticket  in  Provincetown 
this  summer  is  this  slick  collection  of  twenty  show 
tunes  exploring  gay  and  lesbian  life.  The  reasons  for 
this  popularity  are  straightforward;  it  is,  first  of  all, 
one  of  the  few  works  being  performed  in  Province- 
town  that  does  not  involve  drag  of  one  type  or 
another.  In  addition,  it  is  what  one  might  term  a 
crossover  entertainment  —  one  which  appeals  to 
both  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  equal  measure,  some¬ 
thing  completely  out  of  the  ordinary  even  for  Boston 
or  New  York.  Finally,  and  of  major  importance,  the 
work  is  performed  with  a  professional  polish  and 
elan  that  is  missing  in  the  other  entertainments. 

During  the  course  of  the  work,  creator  Tom  Wil¬ 


son  Weinberg  and  four  other  performers  lovingly 
lampoon  the  bourgeois  values  which  are,  at  least  ac¬ 
cording  to  Weinberg  and  crew,  our  common  her¬ 
itage.  The  songs  are  generally  upbeat,  witty  [e.g., 
"Homo  Haven  Fight  Song,"  a  camp  theme  song  (pun 
intended);  "My  Turkey  Baster  Baby,"  a  glorification 
of  artificial  insemination],  and  are  performed  excep¬ 
tionally  well  by  the  talented  and  attractive  cast. 

One  of  the  selections  in  the  show,  however,  is 
decidedly  sobering  and,  according  to  many  audience 
members  I  ^bke  with,  inappropriate  given  the  other 
parts  of  the  show.  The  selection  in  question,  "High 
Risk  for  Afraids"  is  about  AIDS  and  the  reactions  of 
straight  society  to  the  epidemic. 

In  "High  Risk,"  the  cast  members  are  grouped  in 
the  center  of  the  stage,  each  holding  a  newspaper  in 
front  of  his  or  her  face.  Quotation  after  quotation 
from  religious  fundamentalists  and  other  fascists  are 
read  calling  for  various  remedies  for  the  AIDS  crisis, 
including  tattooing  of  buttocks  (something  Mr. 
William  F.  Buckely  might  enjoy  doing  personally) 
and  quarantine. 


The  audience  reaction  to  this  particular  segment 
helps  to  explain  something  about  the  nature  of  the 
evening's  entertainment  as  a  whole.  This,  the  most 
political  of  the  works  presented,  is  out  of  place  in  the 
show  because  it  does  not  conform  to  the  up-beat  tonej 
of  the  other  segments.  Weinberg  should  be  com¬ 
mended  for  reminding  audiences  of  the  political  and 
social  dangers  to  gay  and  lesbian  society  inherent  in 
the  AIDS  crisis,  but  in  including  this  selection,  he 
breaks  his  own  carefully  woven  spell. 

All  in  all,  Weinberg's  Revue  is  like  many  of  the 
shows  to  be  seen  off-Broadway  these  days  —  not  high 
art,  and  perhaps  not  of  lasting  significance,  but  cer¬ 
tainly  a  pleasant  diversion  for  a  hot  summer  evening. 

Jimmy  James 

At  the  Pilgrim  House.  Nightly  at  7:00  p.m.  Featuring 
Jimmy  James  and  Bubba  (opening  act). 

When  the  curtain  opens  in  the  dingy  downstairs 
bar  of  the  Pilgrim  House  to  reveal  Jimmy  James  as 
Marilyn  Monroe,  the  astonishment  of  the  audience  is 
due  not  so  much  to  a  belief  that  Monroe  has  in  fact 
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Delaria  and  Strobel:  high  energy,  multi- 
alented,  mad  individuals. 


risen  from  the  grave,  but  rather  to  the  incredible 
talent  of  James  in  replicating  not  only  her  physical 
characteristics,  but  also  every  nuance  of  her  style. 

James  (a  Texan  by  birth  and,  offstage,  by  accent) 
began  his  theatrical  career  as  a  make-up  artist.  Notic¬ 
ing  the  resemblance  in  facial  structure  between  him¬ 
self  and  Monroe,  he  spent  three  years  studying  her 
movies,  photographs  and,  in  his  words,  finding  "the 
Norma  Jean  inside  of  Marilyn  Monroe."  This  em¬ 
pathy  combined  with  a  heavy  dose  of  talent  make  for 
a  show  that  should  not  be  missed. 


The  Cotton  Club:  Bobbie  Callicoatte,  Diana 
Hutton  and  Sandji:  impressionists  glossing  over 
detail. 


During  the  first  half  of  the  show  James  lip  synchs 
Monroe  classics  (e.g.,  "I  want  to  be  Loved  by  You" 
and  "Diamonds  are  a  Girl's  Best  Friend")  and  sings 
in  his  own  voice  the  infamous  Kennedy  "Happy  Bir¬ 
thday."  In  addition  to  singing,  James/Monroe  jokes 
with  and  for  the  audience,  though  the  humor  is 
sometimes  in  questionable  taste  (lots  of  lame  Ken¬ 
nedy  jokes).  During  these  sessions  with  the  audi¬ 
ence,  James  at  times  seems  hesitant  and  unsure,  a 
function  of  relative  inexperience.  Undoubtedly,  he 
will  get  better  as  time  goes  on. 

The  second  half  of  the  James  show  is  a  pastiche 
of  impressions  with  subjects  including  Eartha  Kitt, 
Madonna,  Cleo  Lane,  and  the  ever  popular  Judy 
.  Performing  in  his  own  voice  one  selection 
each  singer,  James  demonstrates  an  impressive 
versatility  and,  as  with  Monroe,  a  healthy  at¬ 
tention  to  detail  in  gesture  and  style. 

The  Cotton  Club 

At  the  Pilgrim  House.  Nightly  at  11:00  p.m.  Through 
September  6th.  Featuring  Bobbie  Callicoatte,  Sandji  and 
Diana  Hutton.  Reservations  suggested. 

In  contrast  to  the  work  of  Jimmy  James,  The  Cot¬ 
ton  Club  is  more  akin  to  the  run  of  the  mill  drag 
show,  despite  the  cast  contention  that  they  are  in 
reality  "impressionists."  Depending  on  the  shock 
value  of  outrageous  costuming  and  exaggerated  man¬ 
ner,  the  performers  generally  disappoint  by  not  con¬ 
centrating  on  the  important  details  of  creating  con¬ 
vincing  characterizations.  The  most  glaring  example 
of  this  is  a  startling  carelessness  in  mouthing  the 
words  to  songs  —  the  elemental  building  block  of 
successful  musical  impersonation. 


The  show  itself  is  a  collection  of  songs  by  artists 
ranging  from  Kate  Smith  to  Patti  LaBelle.  Highlights 
include  a  portrait  of  an  appropriately  self-adoring 
Diana  Ross  by  Provincetown  veteran  and  show  mu¬ 
sic  director  Bobbie  Callicoatte,  and  virtually  all  the 
work  of  cast  member  Diana  Hutton,  the  only  one  of 
the  three  cast  members  with  a  sense  of  graceful 
movement  and  style.  (Hutton  is  featured  in  another 
show  at  the  Pilgrim  House  which  I,  unfortunately, 
was  not  able  to  see.)  On  the  down  side,  the  show  in¬ 
cluded  a  tacky  medley  of  patriotic  songs  by  Cal¬ 
licoatte  including  —  incredibly  for  a  black  performer 
short  of  Ben  Vareen  —  a  rousing  rendition  of  Dixie. 
Ronald  Reagan  would  love  it. 

Wayland  Flowers  and  Madame 

At  the  Pilgrim  House.  Daily  at  5:00  p.m.  Reservations 
necessary. 

Everyone  must  know  this  story  by  now  —  man 
with  foul-mouthed  alterego.  If  you  feel  you  must  see 
them,  rather  than  spending  the  twenty  or  so  dollars 
the  Pilgrim  House  demands,  set  up  a  microphone 
within  a  five  mile  radius  of  town,  gather  two  or  three 
friends  and  chances  are  Madame  will  appear  and 
perform. 

Delaria  and  Strobel 

Upstairs  at  the  Pilgrim  House.  Nightly  at  9:00  p.m. 
Featuring  Lea  Delaria  and  Jeanine  Strobel. 

Having  been  educated  about  lesbians  in  a  com¬ 
munity  which  generally  pictures  them  as  coldly 
humorless,  and  given  the  strictly  enforced  segrega¬ 
tion  between  the  gay  sexes  in  Provincetown  (and 
unfortunately  just  about  everywhere  else)  it  was 
with  a  bit  of  trepidation  that  I  accepted  the  sugges¬ 
tion  that  I  attend  a  performance  of  what  was  describ¬ 
ed  as  a  "lesbian  comedy  duo."  All  these 
discriminatory  notions  were  swept  aside  very  quick¬ 
ly,  however,  when  the  two  high  energy,  multi¬ 
talented,  mad  individuals  took  center  stage. 

The  Delaria  and  Strobel  show  is  a  delightful  col¬ 
lection  of  songs,  comedy  routines  and  skits  designed 
to  entertain  the  mostly  women's  audience  it  attracts. 
Beginning  with  a  rendition  of  "We're  the  Bulldykes" 
(to  the  tune  of  the  Monkees  television  theme  song), 
the  two  entertainers,  with  caustic  wit,  brilliant  im¬ 
provisation  and  a  brassy  musical  style,  take  the  au¬ 
dience  on  an  exploration  of  the  vicissitudes  of  les¬ 
bian  life. 

Highlights  of  the  show  include  skits  about  the  go¬ 
ings  on  in  a  lesbian  bar  and  about  a  self-described 
bulldyke  applying  for  a  receptionist's  job,  and  show 
stopping  musical  numbers  including  "My  Woman's 
Red  Hot"  and  "Summertime." 


Ten  Percent  Revue:  (1-r)  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg, 
Helena  Snow,  Elliot  Pilshaw,  Jenifer  Firestone 
and  David  Smith:  professional  polish  and  elan. 
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634  MASS.  AVE.,  CAMBRIDGE 
491-4110 


PRINTING 
TYPESETTING 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


LET  US  HELP 
YOU  PREPARE 
RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


»i,C 


DAViD  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

SO  Congress  Street 
Boston  Mass  0?109 


Orleans  Shopping  Pla/a 
E  Orleans  Mass  02643 


1  800  3S2  318S 


Call  Toll  Free  1  «00  351  3185 


Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential 


% 


Fred  Grimaldi 


282-3961 


J 


Let  our  insurance  company  pay  your  rent  or 
mortgage  payments  if  you  become  disabled  due  to 
AIDS  or  other  causes.  You  must  be 
insurable  now  to  qualify. 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
AGENCY 

404  Mass.  Ave 
Arlington 
643-3040 


,Fenwoy\^ 

'  Community 
i  Health  J 
' Center  y 

Gay  Men’s  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay.  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAV1LAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  fo  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Oifr  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 


InformatiorvEvaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


behavior 

associates 


Boston _ 

45  Newbury  St. 

262-9166 

nr.  Arlington  T 


Danvers 

5  Elm  St. 
774-0142 


Specializing  in  short  term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


Cant  bride  e 
51  Brattle  St. 


Prison  Can  Y  Stop  These  Women 

First  Love  Based  on  $50  Bet 


By  Kathy  Shena 

Besides  giving  birth  to  a 
beautiful  baby  boy  almost  six 
years  ago,  meeting  my  woman  is 
definitely  one  of  the  best  things  in 
my  life. 

I  am  now  incarcerated  and  was 
at  the  time  I  met  my  lover.  We 
have  just  passed  our  two-year 
mark  and  we  are  more  in  love  than 
we’ve  ever  been.  But  to  say  we 
have  had  it  easy  would  not  be  right 
at  all. 

Our  relationship  was  based  on  a 
50-dollar  bet.  The  first  time  I  ever 
saw  her  I  thought  she  was  the 
cutest  thing  I  ever  saw.  At  the  time 
she  was  working  in  the  kitchen.  1 
had  just  started  to  work  there  that 
day. 

When  I  asked  her  who  her  peo¬ 
ple  were,  she  said  “no  one  likes 
me.”  I  fell  for  it,  hook,  line  and 
sinker. 

She  was  in  a  different  cottage 
than  myself,  so  I  had  a  friend  spy 
on  her  —  telling  me  everything  she 
was  doing.  At  first  she  didn’t 
know,  but  when  she  found  out, 
she  knew  then  that  I  was  attracted 
to  her.  I  had  a  lot  of  mixed-up 
feelings  at  the  time  and  didn’t 
know  how  to  deal  with  them. 
Being  shy  didn’t  help.  But  she 
never  gave  up. 

When  we  finally  talked  about  it, 
I  told  her  I  was  attracted  to  her  and 
that  I  was  scared  and  confused 
about  my  feelings.  1  was  just  start¬ 
ing  a  two-year  sentence  and  I  knew 
she  was  eligible  for  a  pre-release  in 
two  months.  I  didn’t  want  a 
jailhouse  romance  and  I  was  dead 
serious  about  it. 

She  then  bet  me  50  dollars  that  I 
would  be  with  her  within  the  next 
two  weeks.  I  used  to  just  laugh  at 


her,  but  a  few  days  later  she  was 
notified  that  she  would  not  be  go¬ 
ing  to  a  pre-release  due  to  a  couple 
of  disciplinary  reports  she  had 
received.  Within  a  week-and-a- 
half  we  were  together.  To  this  day 
I  still  owe  her  that  fifty  dollars,  but 


then  again  she  doesn’t  mind. 

After  that  it  was  a  constant 
battle  just  trying  to  be  alone  so  we 
could  talk.  We’d  sit  for  hours 
talking  about  our  likes  and  dis¬ 
likes,  our  hopes  and  dreams.  We 
were  so  happy  together,  but  we 
were  soon  to  see  that  inmates  and 
officials  alike  didn’t  want  to  see 
that.  And  believe  me,  when  I  tell 
you  this  I  am  far  from  being 
paranoid. 

We  were  constantly  hearing  he- 
say  she-say  from  inmates  trying  to 
break  us  up  out  of  sheer  jealousy. 
And  when  that  wasn’t  happening 
the  officials  were  writing  us  up  for 
the  pettiest  things.  This  all  went  on 
for  a  year,  then  she  was  parolled 
and  I  got  out  soon  after. 

She  used  to  say  to  me  how  dif¬ 
ferent  it  would  be  once  we  got  out. 
Not  true!  I  was  soon  to  find  out 


how  much  society  does  not  accept 
this.  Even  our  best  friends  could 
not  accept  it  and  tried  to  keep  us 
apart.  For  a  while  we  did  break  up, 
but  we  always  stayed  close  friends. 
She  was  always  there  for  me,  and 
I,  for  her. 


We  are  now  both  incarcerated. 
She’s  back  on  a  parole  violation 
and  I  was  returned  not  long  ago 
from  an  escape.  I  now  sit  in 
maximum  security  and  she’s  in 
population.  We  try  to  see  each 
other  whenever  possible,  but  if  we 
do,  it’s  only  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
from  a  distance. 

The  only  thing  we  have  now  is 
our  letters  which  are  being  read 
and  most  times  kept  in  officials’ 
offices  for  days  before  we  receive 
them.  I  know  that  this  is  very  hard 
on  her  right  now  and  it  shows  more 
and  more  in  her  letters  to  me.  But  I 
know  too  that  what  we  have  is  very 
special  and  so  very,  very  strong. 
That’s  why  I  hope  she  reads  this 
article  and  knows  how  much  I 
truly  love  her.  She’s  one  of  the  best 
things  that  ever  happened  to  me. 


It  was  a  constant  battle  just  trying 
to  be  alone  so  we  could  talk.  We ’d 
sit  for  hours  talking  about  our  likes 
and  dislikes,  our  hopes  and  dreams. 
But  we  were  soon  to  see  that  in¬ 
mates  and  officials  alike  didn  Y  want 
to  see  that. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Cali  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

VIDA  K.  BERKO  WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

.it  '-  vr:  ,'e  S^ce  1975 


Family  Law 

’Custody  Issues 
‘Relationship 
Agreements 
‘Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb., 


General  Practice; 

‘Employment  Rights 
‘Personal  Injury 
‘Landlord/Tenant 

MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Lunch  ‘Buddies 

\ 

5\  Total 
Introductory 
Service 
for 


LesSian  &  Gjay 
Professional 


Call  731-8934 


(Better  Pates  for 
Better  People 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  A4  groups  pars.  Paths  book 
stores  businesses,  counselors  dentists  doctors 
hotels  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organisations  religious  groups,  services  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  etc  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 ) 
USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  Dar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3  50:  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina  Florida  Georgia  Kansas  Ken¬ 
tucky  Louisiana  Mississippi  Missouri  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma  Puerto  Rico  Tennessee. 
Texas  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50;  Connecticut 
Delaware  District  of  Columbia  Maine  Maryland 
Massachusetts  NewHampsnue  Ohio  PennsyWa 
nia  Rhode  island  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  mon 

S20.  Ihe  rest  ol  me  wono  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House  Box  292GCN  Village  Station 
NY  NY  10014  212-929-7720  A n  pooks  discreetly 
By  hrst  class  niaii.  your  name  kept  strictly  contiden 
tiai  to  iisl  a  business  or  organization  or  lor  'unner 
information  send  stamped  sen  addressed 
business  si/e  enveiooe  Please  contact  us  to 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada  order  tromGlac 
Day  Books  MBA  Yonge  Si  Toronto  Ontario  M4 1 
2A6  416-96  1  4161  Icheck  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayetlow  Pages  on  making  labels! 


you’re  not  sure  and  very  confused, 
you’re  about  normal  for  someone 
who’s  18.  I  just  know  that  I  could 
have  really  used  someone  to  talk  to 
in  Israel,  and  no  one  could  help. 


Eighteen  and  Confused 

Continued  from  page  7 

well,  too.  She  was  really  in  love 
with  me,  while  I  was  dealing  with 
coming  out.  1  had  my  first  sexual 
experience  with  a  man  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  my  freshman  year,  and  it 
had  never  felt  as  natural  as  it  did 
then. 

I  guess  I’m  still  technically  a 
virgin,  since  I’ve  never  had  inter¬ 
course  with  a  woman.  That  both¬ 
ered  me  for  a  while.  I  felt  like  I 
hadn’t  given  it  a  real  chance,  even 
though  I  had  tried  many  times  to 
have  sexual  feelings  for  women, 
and  even  though  most  people 
don’t  give  homosexuality  a  real 
chance.  But  I  did  allow  myself  to 
devote  about  5  %  of  my  time  to  look 
at  women,  though  I’ve  pretty 
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had  a  good  typing  exercise.  And  if  Please  feel  free  to  talk  with  me 


at  any  time  you  feel  like  it;  I’m  a 
good  listener.  I  also  have  some 
good  books  to  read  on  the  subject. 

—  Dan 


I  felt  so  scared 
and  alone , 
because  I  was  a 
male  and  he 
was ,  too. 


much  dropped  that  these  days. 

I’ve  changed  my  perspective  a 
lot  since  my  freshman  year.  I  think 
college  life  in  general  tends  to  open 
up  your  mind  to  new  ideas,  but  I 
wish  these  ideas  didn’t  have  to  be 
learned  as  if  they  were  part  of 
some  secret  society.  It  would  be  so 
much  easier  if  homosexuality  were 
accepted  —  period.  “Coming 
out,”  that  life-long  process  of 
letting  people  know  that  you  are 
different  in  a  certain  way,  and  that 
you’re  upset  by  their  homophobic 
actions,  would  not  have  to  occur. 
Of  course  I’m  speaking  in  utopic 
terms;  this  won’t  happen  for  a 
long  time,  if  ever.  But  if  each  of  us 
takes  on  the  responsibility  to  bet¬ 
ter  inform  people  about  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  our  world,  it  will  be  easier 
for  the  next  generation  of  gay 
people  and  all  minorities. 

I  met  Ken  at  Oberlin  in  the  fall 
of  my  sophomore  year,  and  we’ve 
been  going  out  ever  since.  We’ve 
had  our  arguments  about  whether 
or  not  to  hold  hands  in  public.  I 
want  to  show  people  that  it’s  per¬ 
fectly  natural  for  two  men  to  love 
each  other,  both  emotionally  and 
physically,  and  that  we  want  to 
show  our  love  in  public  just  as 
straight  people  do;  Ken,  on  the 
other  hand,  wants  to  stay  alive. 

I  am  fortunate  to  have  a  very 
understanding  family  and  I  have 
brought  Ken  home  twice  from 
college.  They  have  taken  to  him 
rather  nicely.  Not  everyone  is  so 
lucky  —  a  friend  of  mine  was 
kicked  out  of  his  house  and  cut  off 
from  the  family  entirely,  five  years 
ago  when  he  came  out.  It’s  not 
easy  being  gay,  but  when  you 
know  that’s  what  you  are,  you 
take  the  bad  with  the  good  and 
accept  it  as  part  of  the  territory. 
And,  if  you’re  like  me,  you  fight 
like  hell. 

If  you  are  gay,  Steve,  then  I’m 
trying  to  make  it  easier  for  you  to 
deal  with.  If  you’re  not,  then  I’ve 


Whitney  Gives  Good 
Love  to  Gay  Groups 


BOSTON  —  Pop  music  star  Whitney  Houston  teamed  up  with 
Concerts  on  the  Common  producer  Michael  P.  Wasserman  for  a 
benefit  concert  which  raised  roughly  $17,600  for  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  (AAC)  and  $8,800  for  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counselling 
Service  (GLCS),  according  to  Larry  Killian  of  the  AAC. 

Harry  Collings,  Chair  of  AAC’s  Fundraising  Sub-committee, 
told  GCN  the  AAC  has  been  planning  fundraising  strategies  with 
GLCS  since  the  latter’s  financial  crisis  became  public  some  months 
ago.  Concert  producer  Wasserman  is  a  former  Chairperson  of  the 
GLCS  Board  of  Directors. 

The  July  31  concert  was  Houston’s  third  sold-out  appearance  in 
the  12,000-seat  Boston  Common  performance  space.  Houston, 
known  for  the  song,  “You  Give  Good  Love,”  among  others,  has 
“good  rapport”  with  her  audiences,  according  to  Collings. 

Liza  Minnelli  was  AAC’s  first  choice  for  the  benefit  but,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Collings,  she  declined  to  attend  a  proposed  backstage 
reception  after  the  concert.  Tickets  for  the  reception  sold  for  $45, 
$10  above  the  other  benefit  seats  and  $25  over  regular  admission;  750 
people  attended  the  after-concert  gathering,  graced  briefly  by 
Houston’s  appearance. 

— Loie  Hayes 


DO  YOU  SUFFER  FROM  P.M.S.? 

PRE  MENSTRUAL 


SYNDROME 


M.I.T,  RESEARCH  GROUP  IS  STUDYING  SEVERE 
CASES  OF  PMS  AND  TESTING  A  DRUG  THAT 
MIGHT  HELP  SOME  OF  THE 

SYMPTOMS  g 

INTERESTED  PERSONS  MUST  BE  HEALTHY,  NOT 
ON  MEDICATIONS 

(INCLUDING  ORAL  CONTRACEPTIVES) 

FOR  MORE  INFO,  CALL  MAUREEN  AT  253-3087 
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Gay  Community  News 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

GCN  —  the  nationwide  gay/lesbian 
newsweekly  —  needs  advertising  represen¬ 
tatives  in  all  the  major  markets  where  we 
distribute,  especially  New  York,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Washington,  and  Chicago.  If  you  are 
experienced  in  sales,  appreciate  GCN,  and 
want  to  earn  extra  money,  this  could  be  an 
excellent  part-time  postion. 

•  High  Commissions  •  Leads  Supplied 

•  Exclusive  territories  •  Flexible  Hours 

possible 

For  details,  call  Dan  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469  or 
write:  Advertising,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Washington  •  Chicago  •  Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia 
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RESEARCHERS  NEED 
HUPPI ES* 

That’s  right,  HUPPIES,  to  participate  in  an  MIT 
Study  involving  the  EFFECTS  of  FOOD 
on  MOOD  and  PERFORMANCE 

.  ■  •  f-.  i  ■  ■  *  '■  ;  I .  t  •  ' 

If  you  are  nutrition-conscious,  in  good  health  (no 
medications)  and  between  40  and  55 

EARN  $250  by  participating  in  the 
FOOD  AND  MOOD  STUDY 

Call  Maureen  or  Janine  at  253-3087,  -3077. 

♦(What  are  huppies?  Healthy, 
unmedicated,  potential  participants  in  an 
interesting  and  educative  study!) 


Falling  Out  Of  Love 

means  mourning  the  past.  .  .wondering  where  you 
failed. .  .letting  go  of  old  dreams. .  .rebuilding  a 
shattered  life. 

Help  is  available.  . 


LISA’S  RECORDED 

LOVE  STORIES 


crT 


1-900-410-3600 

1-900-410-3800 

1-900-410-3700 


No  Membership  Necessary 

$.50  toll  first  minute,  $.35  each  additional  minute 


South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


STANHOPE 


-FRAMERS— J 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


4 1 1  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 

666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 
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REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

II  looks  like  a  biq  commercial  garage 
bul  there  are  an  these  weird  little 
thmqs  about  it  Reqqae  music  is 
blasting  away  siqns  lor  political  and 
union  meetmqs  are  taped  up  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman  and 
sometimes  it  s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charqe  J  &  S  has  been  Boston  s  hip 
pest  garage  lor  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years  it's  also  been 
Ihe  best  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So 
over  the  years  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Oodge  Oarts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants  those  classics  of 
reliability  8u!  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antigue  vehicles  for  the  movie 
T he  Brinks  Job 


t Reprinted  from  Real  Paper  Best  of  Boston  f-ail.  1980) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

~  267-0300 


One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline 


A  Jr  Printers1  Ink 

#  0 

™  has  moved  to 

29  Temple  Place 

#  _ 

~  Second  Floor 

f  e 

#  .  • 

A  V  Our  phone  number 

*  '  will  remain  the  same 

482-5221 

1 

Post-Feminist  Diatribe  from  ABC 

A  Man-&-Wife  Perspective 


After  the  Sexual  Revolution,  a  TV 

documentary.  Produced  by  ABC 
News.  Executive  producer,  Pamela 
Hill.  Aired  July  30. 

By  Carolyn  Stack 
ABC’s  three-hour-long 
documentary,  After  The  Sexual 
Revolution,  was  designed  to  look 
at  the  effect  of  the  sexual  revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  ’60s  and  the  womens’ 
liberation  movement  on  present 
day  women’s  lives.  Just  prior  to 
the  showing  on  Channel  Five, 
Channel  Seven’s  Entertainment 
Tonight  interviewed  Betsey  Aaron 
and  Richard  Threlkeld,  the  couple 
who  narrated  After  The  Sexual 
Revolution.  During  the  interview, 
Threlkeld  referred  to  the  working 
relationship  between  himself  and 
Aaron  as  “a  man  and  wife  team.” 
This  statement  set  the  stage  for  a 
production  whose  main  purpose 
appeared  to  be  to  discredit  the 
Women’s  Movement. 


After  The  Sexual  Revolution 
spewed  out  repetitive  images  of 
straight  single  women  who 
established  careers  in  their  twen¬ 
ties  instead  of  getting  married  and 
who  now  find  themselves  without 
husbands  and  kids.  A  37-year -old 
psychologist,  pregnant  through  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination,  bemoans  the 
lack  of  a  man  in  her  life.  A  self- 
made  millionaire  corporate  ex¬ 
ecutive  complains  that  she  has 
sacrificed  babies  for  her  career. 
‘‘Deep  down,  every  female  cor¬ 
porate  executive  longs  for  a 
child,”  she  tells  us.  The  married 
women  tell  us  about  the  price  of 
neglect  their  kids  have  had  to  pay 
for  their  career  successes. 

There  is  one  Black  woman  in 
this  documentary.  There  are  no 
lesbians.  The  heterosexuality  of  all 
participants  is  vigorously  asserted. 
The  “feminist  over  35  who  can’t 
find  a  man”  is  a  tired  story  of  the 
eighties.  After  The  Sexual  Revolu¬ 
tion  spikes  this  tale  with  the  old 


and  vicious  addition  that  female 
amibition  not  only  demands  the 
renunciation  of  love,  it  also 
destroys  families. 

This  documentary  doesn’t  pre¬ 
sent  women  who  have  successfully 
broken  out  of  the  mold  of  hubby 
and  kids.  It  doesn’t  inform  us  of 
the  enormous  personal  gains  made 
by  women,  for  women  and 
children.  And  it  certainly  doesn’t 
consider  the  positive  aspects  of  the 
dissolution  of  the  nuclear  family. 
Occasionally,  a  charming, 
unrehearsed  nugget  of  a  woman’s 
life  breaks  through  the  dogmatism 
(a  middle-aged  working  class 
woman  who  cracks  up  over  her 
husband’s  rendition  of  one  of  his 
first  attempts  as  a  homemaker). 
But,  for  lesbians  and  feminists. 
After  The  Sexual  Revolution 
serves  merely  as  a  reminder  of  the 
crucial  need  to  rise  up  against  the 
repressive  backlash  of  this  era. 


VA  CA  TION  EL  A  TION 

— Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


You  Must  Remember  This. 

CASABLANCA 
GUESTS 

Krasonable  Kates  •  Ideal  location 


166  (  otntnemal  Si. 
Pro>inccl<mn,  Massachusetts 

For  Kesersaions  Call: 

(617)  487-0859 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

18  Pearl  Si  reel .  Box  22 
Provincetown.  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 


Green (me 
Farm 


RFD  Box  2260.  East  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772  ■ 

Fall  is  magical  in  Vermont. 

Our  secluded  acreage  offers 
magestic  views  and  serenity. 

Daily  trail  rides  through  dazzling 
color.  Newly  expanded  gracious  ** 
accommoda  tions. 

FALL  FOLIAGE  BEGINS  MID-SEPT. 


WOM  EN-ONLY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


ss  css  a  6  ffrrtrs  ms  if  ir  e*  rinriri 


(Eantcrburg 
Sc 

Route  1A,  York  Harbor,  ^ 
Maine  03911  “ 

t  (207)363-3505  £ 

£  Canterbury  House  awaits  2 
A  your  arrival.  ^ 

$ 9  9  9.9  9  9  9'  9  9  22329322  9  93  9 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records 

Books  Clothing 


much 

more 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-2501 


NEW  YORK 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 
INN 

Single:  S35.00 
Doubles:  $55.00 

Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 
Continental  Breakfast 
Reservations  Suggested 
318  West  22nd  St.,  N.Y.C.  10011 
212-243-9669 


t  x Vvetf  ^ 

■sto  <&*■' 


1 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children’s  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  *86 
Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
addition) 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Flaw 

For  info  on  more  workshops. 
Wnte  tor  brochure: 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCR  35  Box  520 
Tenants  Harbor,  ME 
04860 

207-372-6353 


San  Francisco ’s 

premier  guesthouse 


Dolores  Street 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Affordable  rales. 

Call  or  write  for  info. 

(415)  861-5887 


38 1  Dolores  St  San  Francisco  941  10 


We 

‘Highlands  ‘Inn 

7 


P.O.  Box  118G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


>41  Ml  P 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golf,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 


~Jhr  = 


i^accane^ 

'A3'  "  " 

ountry  f 
Lodge 


1  390  Mountain  RJ. 
Stowe.  Vermont  05672 

Open  Year  Round 
Hosts 

Bill  Ramaskcwich 
& 

Bill  Dangelo 

A  Treasure  Chest  of 
Vermont  Hospitality 
802-253-4772 


THE  SHANK  PAINTER  “INN  TOWN” 

One  Shank  Painter  Road 
and 

THE  HOLIDAY  SHORES 

Rte.  6 A  Beachpoint 

_  LESBIAN  OWNED  &  MANAGED 

Provincetown:  Especially  for  Women,  Privacy,  Parking,  Pool,  Beach  ...Complimentary  ’ 
Continental..  Lowest  Prices  Too!  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


xSr  \S »  w  w  w  w 


■“tr-sr 


tS>  W  tif  tSf 


- a  4VWUICU, 

(617)487-9175  ^RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED  P.O.  614  P’TOWN  MA  02647 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well, _ (C) 

PERSONALS _ 

GWF  artist,  tall,  attr,  fern,  sensualist 
int.  in  books,  music,  antiques  etc.,  sks 
sim.  spirited  lady  35  +  for  rel  of  quality. 
depth  &  joy.  Photo?  Box  117 _ (6) 

NAN  DONALD 

Miss  your  writing  skills  and  music 
sense.  Call  or  write  Loie  at  GCN.  (C) 

TDD  CALLER 

You  called  on  our  TDD  to  volunteer  to 
help.  Your  number  was  misplaced  but 
we  would  be  happy  to  have  your  help. 
Please  call  back. _ (C) 

I  am  looking  for  tennis  playing  LF’s  (in¬ 
termediate  level)  for  game  in  Somer¬ 
ville/Cambridge  area.  Please  send 
name  and  phone  number  to:  P.O.  Box 
514,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. _ (6) 

THE  GIRL  JUST  WANTS  TO  HAVE  FUN 
Are  there  any  women  in  R.l  who  care  to 
join  me?  Blk/L  Iving  in  Prov.  sk  intel, 
sassy  and  sexy  Ls  who  like  dancing, 
laughs  and  challenge!  Box  118.  (6) 

Interesting,  LF,  43.  Busy  Prof  w  good 
sense  of  humor.  Enjoys  wide  variety  of 
interests  and  activities:  music,  theatre, 
dining,  cooking,  animals,  good  conver¬ 
sation,  astrology,  stock  market  to  name 
a  few.  Box  119 _ (6) 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  DOO 
My  sprout,  like  I'm  totally  spaced  over 
you  and  besides  I  like  older  women 
(arh-arh).  I  love  you... _ (5) 

A  SURROGATE  MOTHER? 
Healthy  gay  male  couple,  nurturing  a 
stable  relationship  8  years,  wishes  to 
start  a  family.  Will  you  bear  our  child? 
Please  write  to  Family,  123  W.  44th  ST., 
Suite  5-E,  New  York,  NY  10036.  (6) 

GWM  SEEKS  GBM 

Anarchist  GWM,  31,  6’1,  148  lb,  seeks 
slim,  radical,  GBM  for  sex,  friendship, 
possible  relationship.  Box  120 _ (7) 

Classical  music  lover,  non-smoker, 
BiWM  youthful  51,  affectionate  and  car¬ 
ing,  seeks  long-term  devoted  friendship 
with  M  and/or  F.  Lew,  Box  1 16. _ (5) 

BOOKS  AND  BRIEFS 
B  B  and  B  Entr  PO  Box  441038,  Indpls, 
IN  46244.  Brochure  $2.00. _ (7) 

WHY  HAVEN'T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 
THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven't  called  Buddies! 
Buddies-the  personalized  introduction 
service  with  the  largest  gay  clientelle  in 
N.E. !  Cal  I  (603)  880-7625. _ (7) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE,  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  Woman  to  Woman  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vices  for  lesbians.  In  New  England 
area,  call  (603)  882-6670. _ (7) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

A  love  declarative  for  my  Sara.  I  love 
you  like  a  soft  symphony;  a  melody 
written  in  heart  and  pulse.  I  love  you 
like  a  rock;  a  moments'  fusing  in 
perfect  quiet.  I  love  you  like  today;  a  riot 
of  change, a  burst  of  unusual,  aseedling 
of  inspiration  and  a  bounty  of  fulfill¬ 
ment _ (5) 

STEVE  FROM  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
WEARING  "ARUBA”  T-SHIRT 
You  left  me  at  sporters  July  5  and  you 
took  my  heart.  I’ll  be  looking  for  you 
L.D.  weekend.  Please  call  or  leave 
message.  212-580-2884.  Ted. _ (9) 

Gadfly.. .To  dance  the  night  away  with 
Lesbian  34,  who  respects  brains, 
humor,  success,  fun,  beauty,  &  multiple 
orgasms. Box  115 _ (5) 

Kind,  LF,  41,  attractive,  intelligent, 
reliable,  busy  prof,  nonsmoker,  seeks 
another  who  has  good  sense  of  humor, 
good  sense  of  herself,  good  sense  and 
sensitivity.  Box  114 _ (12) 

NEW  YORK  —  1958 
Were  you  one  of  four  women  living  in 
the  Village  in  1958-1959?  You  took  in  a 
runaway;  a  mute  9  year  old  girl  who 
then  lived  with  you  for  two  years.  The 
juvenille  detention  beasts  separated  us 
but  the  memory  is  strong  of  the  best 
child  years  a  dyke-child,  could  have 
had.  If  you  are  out  there,  or  if  you  were  a 
neighbor  and  know  details  from  my 
youth. ..please  write  with  whatever  info 
you  have;  I  am  especially  seeking  the 
“real"  names  of  these  women  who  had 
nicknames  like,  "Smoky”.  Write  Box 

m _ (8) 

GARTH 

Kathy  is  still  in  Chapel  hill  and  urgently 
needs  to  make  contact  with  you.  Plz 
write  RT  1  Box  503  Pittsboro,  NC  27312. 
(8) _ 

WE'RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU! 

Want  to  meet  some  new  people?  Be 
part  of  the  excitement  of  seeing  a 
newspaper  put  together?  Come  to  GCN 
on  Thursday  night  and  help  layout  the 
pages.  Fun,  food  and  friendly  folk. 
Anytime  6pm  to  midnight.  For  details 
call  Inaat  426-4469 _ (C) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

ATTENTION  ART  WORLD 
GCN  is  in  a  sticky  situation  because 
we  goofed  and  bought  10  pounds  of  a 
type  of  wax  that  we  cannot  use.  Retail 
price  is  $36.00.  We  would  like  $20.00, 
but  will  sell  for  best  offer.  Call  Ina, 
426-4469. _ (Q) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (C) 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143.  (EX) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics,” 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (EX) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to.  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 3.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  3.32)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you're  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
“Reality  Inc".  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI  4.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018 
_ (V14.23) 

CONCORD  MEN  S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi  sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14.18) 


HELP  WANTED 

SECRETARY  SMALL  LAW  FIRM 

Small  progressive  law  firm  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  Good  typing  +  desire  to 
learm.  Legal  experience  not  necessary. 
$13000  +  benefits.  Call  492-5085  (6) 

COMPTROLLER/ 

PROGRAM  COORDINATORS 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
seeks  Program  Cordinator  and 
Associate  Coordinator  for  new  Ad¬ 
vocacy  Center  for  Homeless  women. 
The  Center  is  a  membership  organiza¬ 
tion  and  gathering  place  for  homeless 
women  with  children  who  will  organize 
and  advocate  for  positive  in  their  living 
conditions.  The  coordinator  will  have 
overall  responsibility  for  program 
development  and  outreach;  the 
Associate  coordinator  will  have 
primary  resoinsibility  for  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Center.  Both  positions  re¬ 
quire  demonstrated  commitment  to 
nonviolent  social  change  and 
grassroots  self-empowerment.  Submit 
resume  by  August  22  for  one  or  both 
jobs  (please  specify)  to  Personnel  Coor¬ 
dinator,  AFSC,  2161  Mass  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02140.  AFSC  is  an  AA/EO 
employer  and  encourages  applications 
from  people  of  color,  women,  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  gay,  lesbian,  handicapped 
or  ex-prisoners. _ (5) 

COMPTROLLER 

For  private  non-profit,  anti-poverty 
Agency  that  serves  the  communities  of 
Malden,  Medford,  and  Everett. 
Bachelors  degree  in  related  field, 
Masters  Degree  Preferred  and  1-2  years 
related  experience  especially  in  fund 
accounting,  budgeting,  State  and 
Federal  grant  awarding  procedures  and 
requirements  and  staff  management. 
Challenging  opportunity  for  a  person 
who  is  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  low- 
income  people. 

Starting  salary:  $20,000,  with  good  fr¬ 
inge  benefits. 

Resumes  by  August  15th  to: 

Executive  Director 

Tri-County  Community  Action  Program 
22  Mountain  Avenue 

Malden,  MA  02148 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
Women,  Minorities  and  all  others  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (5) 

SECRETARY/PART-TIME 
Active  neighborhood  organization 
needs  Sec/Recep.  Small,  friendly  office 
near  T.  20+  hr/wk,  flextime  available. 
Typing,  pleasant  telephone  manner, 
willingness  to  learn  necessary.  Write  to 
Cameron  Lane,  Beacon  Hill  Civic 
Association,  74  Joy  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (5) 

BASS  PLAYER  WANTED 
Amelia  &  Jennifer  estab  duo 
Seek  backup  Bass  player 
Music  is  orig  accoustic  -  elec 
Gig  reg  hard  worker.  Call  625-4474,  (5) 


HELP  WANTED 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS  $16,040 
-$59,230/yr.  Now  hiring.  Call 
1-805-687-6000,  xt.  R1437  for  current 
federal  list. _ (8) 

POSITION  WANTED 

ATTENTION  OREGON  CARPENTERS 

LF  sks  woodworking  job/appren¬ 
ticeship.  Have  exp.  as  theatre  carp,  and 
some  tech  drafting  for  theatre.  Rel., 
avail,  in  Sept.  Any  offer  considered; 
leads  appreciated.  Oth.  offers 
okDiana-(216)  774-8984.  74  Groveland, 
Oberlin,  OH  44074 _ (7) 

PUBLICATIONS,  PROMOTIONS, 
SPECIAL  EVENTS,  ADVERTISING 
GCN's  promo  homo  has  to  tottle  along, 
jobwise.  I  would  be  happiest  in  jobs  in 
the  general  categories  above,  but  new 
adventures  welcome.  Have  many  skills 
to  offer  and  much  initiative  to  carry  out 
projects.  Best  at  organizing,  both  peo¬ 
ple  and  events.  Need  a  "progressive 
place"  to  be  my  dyke  self  or  willing  to 
train  (employers!).  Call  please,  with 
leads  and  ideas.  Catherine  at  426-4469. 
_ (C) 

EXPERIENCED  SEC'Y  AVAILABLE 
If  your  sec'y  is  going  on  vacation  &  you 
need  competent  temporary  office 
assistance,  I  am  available  June-Sept. 
Many  years  of  office  work:  medical, 
legal  &  other.  I  currently  do  the  outside 
typesetting  for  GCN.  Call  Vicki, 
522-5529;  leave  message. _ (50) 

RIDE  WANTED _ 

MAINE 

Ride  for  1  to  Rockland  8/30  (or  29). 
Share  driving  &  cost.  Loie  (D)  426-4469, 
(N)  628-4382,  Julie  (N)  492-1091.  (C) 


FOR  SALE 


SODOMY  LAWS  SUCK 

Buttons  wht  on  blk  1  3/4"  $1  eaDisplay 
cards  of  20  $20.  SASE  LOWRAY,  71 16'/i 
SYLUAN  Ln  SW,  Seattle,  WA  98136.  (6) 

BAR 

Home-made,  polyurethane  top,  corner 
bar-stand  up  style.  Assembly  required, 
all  pieces  supplied.  Best  offer/$50. 
321-4254,  leave  message. _ (5) 

1979  SAAB  900 

Automatic,  great  cond,  recent 
transmission,  starter.  New  front 
brakes,  exhaust.  4  door  hatchback, 
green  velour  interior,  white  exterior. 
$2,800  or  best  offer.  522-6813. _ (5) 

MOVING  FROM  DORCHESTER 
Cash  only!  All  items  good  cond.  Some 
new.  3  GE  Frigs.  1  ea.  Tappan  elec./gas 
stoves.  Whirlpool  stack  w/d.  4  ea. 
clothes/util  closets,  M  clothing  w  30-32, 
L  32-34,  shirts/jacs.  42-44L,  beauty 
school  kit,  rocker,  dog/fish  supplies, 
plastic/clay  pots,  plants  tables,  oil 
heater,  and  much  more  at  reason,  cost. 
Call  825-3036. _ (8) 

TRAVEL _ 

VANCOUVER  -  CANADA  •  EXPO  '86 
CHARTER  CRUISES 

Sail  away  aboard  your  own  crewed 
charter  sailboat.  Exclusive  reservations 
available  for  lesbian  women  and  gay 
men,  their  families  and  friends  aboard 
a  luxury  crusing  sloop.  Minimum  half 
day  cruises.  For  reservations  and 
details  call  (604)  228-8046,  263-5645, 
290-2868.  Mastercard  -  Visa  Accepted. 

(V14.5) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 


New  York 
Theater  Tour 


London 

$472 

Lima 

$659 

Brussels 

$396 

Toronto 

$103 

Tokyo 

$759 

Key  West 

$268 

Hong  Kong 

$859 

Los  Angeles 

$258 

Toronto 

$123 

Seattle 

$258 

San  Francisco 

$258 

Rio 

$715 

Miami 

$178 

Nairobi 

$1111 

Mexico  City 

$368 

San  Juan 

3211 

Orlando  $178 


1  Night  $99 
Includes  air  & 
tickets  to 

Two  Women  with  X’s 
in  Their  Names 

1987  Brochures 
Available 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid 
No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  ( 


) 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 

Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

_ X 

2.00 

=  _ 

_  Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

Non-Business 

_ X 

1.00 

= 

or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00 

=  ‘ 

Business 

Non-Business 

7.00 

5.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

=  _ 

Business 

_ X 

.75 

— 

SUBTOTAL 

=  _ 

Non-Business 

_ X 

.50 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks  10% 

=  _ 

TOTAL 

=  _ 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15% 

=  _ 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 


Tearshts:  #wks_ 


_ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 

rfl 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 

BOOM  MATE  WANTED  ROOMMATE  WANTED 


BUILDING  A  HOME 

Semicoop,  politically  active,  diverse 
home  w/dog  in  Central  Square  seeks  a 
gay,  spirited  and  sensitive  human  be¬ 
ing  for  5th.  $250/htd,  call  Michael 
247-1026  or  Ellen/Steve  969-3793  ASAP. 
_ (5) 

BRIGHTON-  2FAM  APT 
Apt  to  share.  1  st  f I  non-smokers,  25  + .  1 
L  sks  2L  to  share  3  br  apt.  1  rm  $300, 
smlr  rm  for  $200  +  util.  Open,  sharing, 
communicative  environment.  Con¬ 
sideration  essential.  Must  luv  pets.  I 
have  2  cats  and  1  sweet  dog. 
Cleanliness  a  must.  Call  Mary  at 
254-1376.  Also  incl  bkyrd,  garage.  Gd 
off-street  prkng,  quiet  neighborhood.  (6) 

NEWTON 

LF,  37,  seeks  2-3  LF  30  +  to  join  in  imm- 
ed  quest  of  quiet  Newton  home  for  9/1. 
Let’s  build  warm,  friendly  space. 
$3-400+  range.  Non-smokers.  Meri, 
965-1332.  Keep  trying. _ (6) 

MELVILLE  PARK/DORCHESTER 
LF  prof  seeks  LF  to  share  bright, 
spacious,  gorgeous  8  rm  apt  in  2fam. 
Porch,  deck,  mod  bath/kit,  wood  firs, 
quiet,  safe  St.  No  pets/smoke.  $500, 
avail  imm.  Message  522-2466  (6) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

GWM  nonsmoker  seeks  same  to  share 
spacious  2BR  Pondside  apt  1  block 
Arbwy.  $300/month  and/lndy  incl.  Call 
522-8064.  Leave  message  for  Martin.  (5) 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

L38,  seeks  nonsmoking  L  to  share  far¬ 
mhouse  with  me  and  part-time 
daughter  age  6.  $275  includes  heat,  util, 
w/d,  yard,  more.  Some  barter  possible. 
50  mi  west  of  Boston:  Commute  to 
Southern  NH.  495,  Lowell,  Worcester, 
western  MA  386  7737. _ (5) 

North  Cambridge.  Semi-coop  house  of 
BiBF,  GWM  &  SWM  seek  F-responsible, 
fun-loving  &  progressive.  We  enjoy  art, 
conversation,  exercising  &  cilantro.  No 
cigs,  or  pets.  Prefer  25  +  .  Call  354-2697. 
_ , _ (5) 

COOP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20's  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/L/mixed  household  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  aea.  We’re  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans.  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1,  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan,  426-4469  days;  or  Todd 
or  Dan,  731-9760  eves. _ (C) 

BROOKLINE  HOUSE - 
Mixed  (M-F,  S-G.  30s-50s)-seeks  5th 
longterm  member:  responsible,  quiet, 
help  with  remodeling  a  plus.  No  TV. 
Near  D  line.  About  $350/mo  incl  food. 
731-4104. _ (5) 

LEXINGTON 

Open  minded,  warm  female  30 +  ,  Prof, 
to  share  3  bdrm  cape  house.  No  pets, 
cigs.  Fpl,  yard  avail  now.  $333  +  .  Call 
Karen  or  Terry  861-7234. _  (5) 

ROOMEZE 

Roommate  Referral  Service 
Serving  The  Gay  Community 
3  Month  Listing  $15 

NEW  OWNER— CALL  TODAY! 

783-9004 

_ (V14.4) 

L  39  seeks  2  non-smokers  to  share  Som 
3  BDRM.  Cats  ok,  no  dogs.  Rent  $285  + 
util.  Must  be  willing  to  sign  lease.  Call 
628-7744  after  6  pm, _ (5) 

BEST  APT  IN  JP  AVAIL  SOON! 

3  Lfs  seek  4th,  27+  for  friendly, 
spacious,  JP  home.  Near  Arb,  T,  and 
pond.  Porches  &  yard.  No  smokers  no 
more  pets.  Avail  9/1  $250  ( 522-7446)  (6) 
GCN  staffer  looking  for  quiet  person  to 
share  one  bedroom  apt  with  (the 
bedroom  is  my  room;  the  living  room  is 
my  roommates').  Miniscule  kitchen, 
reasonable  bethroom.  Fenway  About 
$200/mo  +  util.  Avail  Sept  1.  Call  Mike. 
426-4469. _  (C) 

NEAR  KING'S  BEACH, 

LYNN  — SWAMPSCOTT  LINE 
GWM  with  2  mellow  cats  seeks  room¬ 
mate  for  sunny,  cozy,  6-rm  furnished 
apt  Close  to  bus  &  train.  Beach  2 
blocks.  Mall.  1  mile.  Nice 
neighborhood.  $220  plus  utilities.  No 
lease.  Must  be  responsible,  neat,  in¬ 
dependent,  discrete.  Prefer  non- 
smoker.  No  more  pets.  Phone  595-1237. 
_ (6) 

Vi  APT  FOR  RENT  IN  JP! 

LF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  btfl  apt  in 
JP  w/  me  and  the  3  cats  (no  more  pets) 
between  Orng  and  Green  lines.  Hdwd 
firs,  skylight,  etc..  Great  landlord.  $325 
inclds  heat.  You  are  warm,  but  looking 
for  an  independent  space,  25  +  ,  profes¬ 
sional  (or  semi).  Call  Andrea  524  5449 
nites  till  10:00. _ (5) 


3  LFs  seek  1  more  to  share  great  Camb. 
home.  Close  to  porter  Sq.  T,  friendly, 
semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no  ale.  or 
heavy  drugs,  no  more  pets.  Avail  now. 
491-4005. _ (6) 

ARE  YOU  A  GOOD  ROOMMATE? 

LF,  prof.,  friendly,  neat  &  stable,  seeks 
sane,  responsible,  &  considerate  rm- 
mte  to  share  established,  pleasant  & 
safe  5  rm.  apt.,  1st  fl„  porch,  small  yd., 
Oakley  Sw.  in  Watertown.  Near  Bus  for 
T.  Rent-$325+  utilities.  No  deposit 
needed.  Unfortunately,  no  pets.  Call 
924-5967. _ (5) 

LF  seeks  same  for  2  bdrm  aot  in 
Malden.  Close  to  T.  Eat-in  kitchen. 
Washer/Dryer  hook  up.  $225+  util. 
Eileen  days  451-0894.  Eves  321-2724.  (7) 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  wonderful  dykes  looking  for  third. 
Apt  w/piano,  across  from  Arboretum, 
near  Green  and  Orange  lines.  We're  ac¬ 
tivists  with  a  sense  of  humor.  No 
smokers  or  pets.  Rent  $200  +  . 
Available  Sept  1.522-6813 _ (C) 

Quiet,  neat,  non-smk  L  30+  seeks  1 
other  to  share  2  BR  home  in  Medford. 
Sm  yard,  easy  parking.  Avail  immed, 
$300  +  util.  396-34-38  early  am  or  pm.  (5) 
NATICK  HOME  TO  SHARE 
Resp  LF  wanted  to  share  home  w/LF 
couple  &  son  &  pets.  Conv  to  T.  no 
smokers.  $350  w/utilities.  655-8331. 
leave  message. _ (7) 

HOME  TO  SHARE 

2  GM  seek  house  mate  for  2  bedroom 
furnished,  clean,  neat,  coop  house. 
Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  Sunny, 
private  yard.  Seek  responsible  person 
with  outgoing  personality.  References 
preferred.  Convenient  to  T.  Parking, 
animal  lovers  only.  $250  +  .  628-8065. 
Call  after  5  or  leave  message. _ (5) 

1  seek  2  (independent,  pref  F.  24  +  ) 

roommates  for  scruffy  basement  apt  in 
Clev  Circ  nr  3  T  Ins.  Sept  1.  Con¬ 
siderate,  respect  privacy.  No  neat- 
nicks!  $208/$216  incl  heat.  Call  Naomi 
739-6566. _ (5) 

JLP  seeks  L  to  share  2  BD  apt  in  Somer¬ 
ville.  Friendly,  independent.  No  pets, 
cigs;  I  prefer  no  alcohol/drugs.  Availav- 
ble  mid-August.  $275  +  .  Call  Nancy 
623-5035  (E)  471-5087  (D).  '  (6) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF  seeks  3rd  30  +  LF  for  rm.  avail,  in  5 

rm  J.P.  apt  W/porch.  Close  to  Pond, 
Aroboretum,  Orange  &  Green  lines. 
$192.00  incl  heat  bt  not  utilities.  In¬ 
dependent  but  friendly  household.  Non- 
smoker  preferred;  no  pets.  Safe 
neighborhood;  on  street  parking. 
Available  August  15.  Call  Barbara  or 
Rochelle,  524-0754 _ (5) 

2JLF  seek  JLF  for  independent,  friendly 
.  gt.  apt  low  rent.  Nr  Davis  Sq. 
Kosher/vegie.  Pis  call  623-8603. _ (5) 

MELVILLE  PARK 

2M  sk  1M  to  share  beaut  9  rm  apt  nt  T 
Red  line  (furn  opt.)  Pking  avl.  $350  +  . 
Eves,  288-5025.  Mike. _ 15) 

LF  s  ks  women  roomates  to  share 
Somerville  apt.  Want  to  live  semi- 
cooperatively.  Rent  is  $237.50  +  . 
Home:628-5758,  work  436-0378.  (6) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

2  LF’s  w/cats  sk  1  br  hs/apt  to  rent  in 
Port/Eugene,  OR  area.  Will  share  Igr 
apt/home.  Pets/smokers  ok.  Need  by 
early/mid  Sept.  Call  Diana  Cohen-(216) 
774-8984;  74  Groveland,  Oberlin  OH  (7) 
LF  seeks  apt  w/  other  LF’s  in  Lynn, 
Salem,  Beverly  area.  Non-smoker. 
Needed  immediately.  Up  to  $400/mo. 
Call  927-0533,  eves _  (8) 

LIKE  CATS? 

Its  hard  to  find  housing  when  you  have 
2  cats.  They  are  neutered,  declawed, 
well-behaved.  GM  sks  room  in  apt  with 
1-3  other  GM  or  L.  Sept  1.  nr  T.  Prefer 
nonstudents,  non  smkrs,  neat,  quiet, 
resp,  up  to  $325  incl  util,  esp  Brkline  or 
Camb.  Call  Michael,  413-549-1304.  (5) 

NEEDS  NOW 

LF-easygoing,  open  minded.  chem/Alc 
free,  ready  to  quit  cigs  (considerate), 
prof.,  neat,  sks  own  bdrm  w/1-3  other  Fs 
in  Back  Bay.  Camb,  Allston.  anywhere 
nice,  sunny  and  spacious.  Max  $350  in¬ 
cl  utils.  Never  have  been  on  the  East 
coast,  will  be  working  in  Bos  til  Dec  21. 
Call  Lisa  at  338-6035  (w).  Please  be 
discreet.  (5) 


Coming 

Out 


Gay  Community  News,  August  10-16,  1986. 


HOUSING  WANTED 

COUPLE  NEEDS  A  HOME 

GM  couple,  (both  23)  seeks  friendly 
housing  situation  in  Bos  or  Camb. 
We’re  neat,  responsible,  non-smoking, 
politically  aware,  quiet.  We  will  look  for 
apt  with  compatible  person(s)  or  enter 
existing  houshold.  Need  rent  $525  or 
less  incl  heat,  parking,  move  by  Sept  1. 
Call  Dan  426-4459  days,  Todd  or  Dan 
731-9760  eves. _ (C) 

APARTMENTS _ 

MELVILLE  PARK/DORCHESTER 

Charming,  large,  airy  6rm  apt,  in  2fam. 
Wood  firs,  deck,  porch,  quiet,  safe  st. 
No  pets/smoke.  $650  +  .  Avail  imm. 
Message  522-2466. _ (6) 

DORCHESTER 

Large,  sunny,  spacious  2Vi  bdrm  apt  nr 
Codman  Sq,  new  kitchens  and  bath. 
Quiet  neighborhood.  No  pets,  no 
smoke.  $575.  Avail  immed.  522-2466.  (6) 

DORCHESTER 

Fields  Corner  near  T.  6  rooms,  2 
bedrooms,  renov,  laundry  room,  two 
porches,  modern  kitchen.  $650 
unheated.  288-8535. _ (5) 

Jamaica  Plain  5  room  single  family 
house  for  rent.  Very  good  condition, 
fenced  in  yard,  front  and  back,  parking, 
near  T, quiet  neighborhood.  No  fee. 
Avail  10/1.  $800+  low  utilities.  Call 
524-4050;  leave  message.  _ (5) 

SUMMER  RENTAL 
LAKESHORE  PRIVACE-  MAINE 
Secluded  seductive  cabin-3  bedrooms, 
stone  fireplace,  loons  at  night.  June 
-Sept.  S  Roberts.  (212)  597-6646.  (14.5) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Cal  1-805-687-6000  Ext. 
H-1 437  for  current  repo  list. _ (8) 

Dorchester:  first  fir  6rm  2bdrm  remodel¬ 
ed,  netv  furnace,  kitch,  bath,  firs  sand¬ 
ed  bk  proch,  secure,  well  maintained, 
owner  occ,  $475  mo  no  util.  282-1196 
eve. _ (8) 

WE  RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU 
Tyngsboro:  Private  3  bdr  country  home 
with  pondview  for  rent  to  two  or  three 
professionals.  Available  immediately. 
Call  Aris  at  649-3625  Mon-Fri  10-12  AM, 
weekends  7-10PM. _ (7) 

RESORTS _ 

KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

"Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14,13) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT’s  Green  Mts. 
offers  special  summer  weekly  rates 
now  through  Aug.  15.  7  days  for  21 
breakfast  $200.  Horseback  riding, 
canoeing,  skinny  dipping.  Reserve  ear- 
ly.  (802)  533-7772. _ (V14.7) 

P-TOWN  CONDO 

1  BR,  all  major  appliances;  walk  to 
boat-slip;  deposit  and  references, 
$550/wk-days;  $300/wk-ends;  $700  wk. 
.963-2509,  7-8  PM _ (5) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Try  Us!  You’ll  Like 
Us!  Bed-and-Breakfast  in  pvt.  gay- 
lesbian  homes.  Details:  BayHosts,  1155 
Bosworth,  94131.415-334-7262.  (5) 

MOVERS 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


0 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly.  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
- 0) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 


(D 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack.  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322  7373  Pat 

(V14.6) 


THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 

"16  years  of  quality  service" 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ _ (V14.5) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

(’MMIHIIHHIIIIIIHinillllllilffitlMtlMm 

|TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  B9NDAGE 
|A!exan<ler  BerVman.  Prison  Momoirs  of  on 

ntmtwwtwttw 


FREE,  HOT  READING!! 

|  The  Lessons  of  Marion:  failure  of  a  max- 
|  imum  security  prison. Write:  AFSC,  1501 1 
I  Cherry,  Philadelphia  PA  19102 
Jericho,  a  quarterly  mag  (every  3  months  j 
1  or  so);  write.  National  Moratorium  on  I 
I  Prison  Construction,  309  Penn.  Ave.  SE,  I 
I  Washington  DC  20003.  (also  leaflets  on| 
prison  facts,  etc.) 

|  The  Nonviolent  Activist,  write  War  I 
Resisters  League,  339  Lafayette  St,  NYCI 
10012  (possibly  free;  ask);  they  also  offer! 
other  material  about  prison  life,  which  is  | 
not  allfree . 

_ 

SAVE  STAMP  MONEY!!! 

I  For  first  class  postage,  up  to  the  first  I 
ounce  is  22s;  then  it’s  only  17-  for 
each  ounce  after  that!  (not.  22*)  You 
|  can  usually  put  2-3  sheets  of  legal 
size  paper  in  an  envelope  for  22* 

I  write  poetry,  songs,  play  guitar  and 
sing.  Have  BA  in  theatre/cinema  pro- 1 
duction.  I’m  lonely  and  would  like  to 
write  someone.  Roger  L.  MARTIN, 
EF-104927,  Reidsville  GA  30499. 


vferyl 


236-1848 


SERVICES 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (VI  4.5) 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


I’LL  DO  IT! 

speciality  services 

•  mail  forwarding 

•  reminder  service 

— short  term 'long  term — 
•privacy,  discretion,  low  fees* 

321-4254 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requestes  book  at  the 
Prisoner's  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoner's  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.) 
If  you  have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks 
especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN 
Prisoner  Project.  167  Tremont  Street. 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and 
glory  and  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence.  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469 _ Jc) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  thejsame  time.  Cal]  Loie.  426-4469  (c) 

WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs.  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you'ld  like  to  join 
GCN's  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features.  167  Tremont  St..  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA  021 11.  (c) 


Madness  Network  News,  a  jour  ] 
nal  of  the  anti-psychiatry  move¬ 
ment,  is  seeking  submissions  fori 
|  a  special  Women’s  Issue;  ar-| 
tides,  graphics,  fiction,  etc.l 
relating  to  women’s  experiences! 
with  survival,  psychiatry,  and/or| 
prisons.  Deadline  is  Oct.15.  Sam¬ 
ple  copy  $1.  Write:  MNN,  Boxl 

884,  Berkeley  CA  94701. _ 

I’m  26,  Black,  Bi,  and  enjoy  reading,! 
children  and  the  outdoor  life.  Also  II 
would  like  to  possibly  make  contact! 
with  a  good  lawyer  regarding  a  easel 
against  DOC  and  Framingham  Unionl 
Hospital.  Cassie  MclNTYRE,  Box  99| 
Max,  Framingham  MA  01701. 

I’m  a  26  yr  old  white  girl  who  prefersl 
Black  women,  between  18  and  35. I'ml 
[a  libra  and  a  good  lover.  Tammyl 
MELCHIONNE,  Box  A-IMCC,  Oakdale| 
IA  52319. _ 

I’d  love  to  hear  from  all  honest  and  I 
sincere  people.  I’m  25  and  doing  hardl 
I  time.  Sorry,  other  prisoners  can't! 
I  write  here.  Please  write  soon.  I  could  I 
use  some  encouragement.  Barbie  j 
KANE,  A2261 12-274,  Box  8540,  Pem-| 
I  broke  Pines,  FL  33024 


Please  put  my  name  in  for  a  penpal. I 
I’ll  be  released  in  spring  87  and  bel 
looking  for  a  new  start.  Robert  D.[ 
GRANGER,  75973-012,  Unit  C,  Box  7,| 
San  Pedro  CA  90731.  _ 

Young  gay  man  looking  for  a  job  fori 

when  I  get  out  in  November.  I'm  loyal! 
and  learn  quick  and  will  do  what  ll 
have  to.  I'm  from  the  East  coast.  I 
Healthy,  lift  weights,  enjoy  a  good! 
laugh  and  honest  people.  Please  I 
write  Jim  SIPES,  39790-066,  Box  1000,  | 
Oxford  Wl  53952. _ 

I’m  lonely  in  prison  and  looking  fori 
someone  to  talk  (write)  to.  Sex  does! 
not  matter.  My  hobbies  are  basket- 1 
ball,  track  and  boxing  and  I  get  along! 
with  anyone.  Synnachia  McQUEEN,  I 
305897,  Rt  1  Box  1  Wynne,  Huntsville| 
TX  77349. _ 

I  am  a  lonely  man  with  brown  hair, -I 
blue  eyes,  would  love  to  write  to  any  f 
one  in  the  free  world.  Love  music  and 
to  have  a  good  time.  Bernard  BAILEY, 
41070,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO  | 

|  65102. _ 

French  blond,  sweet  as  hell  is  hot, 
now  accepting  letters  from  all  but 
[  other  prisoners  (institutional  rules). 
Drop  a  line.  Emery  MARCANTEL, 
396411,  Box  128,  Tenn.  Colony  TX  1 
75861. _ 

One  hell  of  a  sweet  guy,  loves  to  be 
loved,  wants  someone  who  cares  and 
is  serious  minded.  Albert 
WOOLDRIDGE,  311261,  Box  128, 
Tenn,  Colony,  TX  75861. _ 

|  Without  GCN  all  gay  people  that’s 

behind  bars  would  be  living  like  they 
are  in  tombs.  Would  you  be  able  to 
j  put  an  ad  in  your  penpals  for  me  too. 
Thanks.  Your  a  live  saver.  Robert 
JONES,  Box  68,  Pointe-La-Hache,  LA 
70082. _ 

I’d  like  to  write  to  a  (some)  "young" 
male  to  share  friendship.  Love 
solitary  moments  with  my  lover,  and 
good  books.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Brandon  FLAGNER, 

I  188413,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. _ 

Mike,  I  have  been  told  here  that  I  can't 
sing  in  the  religious  services  because 
of  my  lifestyle.  That  hurt  me.  Will  you 
please  write  me  and  let  me  know  if 
there  is  someone  I  can  write  to  out 
there.  Thanks  so  much  for  the  paper. 
John  LOWE,  09194-074,  Box  1000 
State,  Butner  NC  27509. 

I’m  36,  into  R&R,  Country,  phys 
fitness,  esp  outdoor  sports,  travel, 
photography,  and  one  on  one  rels. 
Rod  WEBER,  027384,  Box  500, 
Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

Bi,  hazel  eyes,  blk  hair,  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence  and  friendship  from  a 
very  warm,  caring,  and  open  person. 
My  interests  include  astrology, 
bodybuilding,  martial  arts,  chess  and 
interesting  conversation.  Andrew 
COLE,  089324.  500  Orange  Ave  Circle, 
Belle  Glade  FL  33430. _ 

Young  man  looking  for  penpal  rela¬ 
tionship.  Please  if  you  are  lonely  too 
write  Eddie  STAHL,  21101,  Box  607, 
Carson  City  NV  89701 _ 

Don’t  be  shy  because  I  don't  bite!  I'm 
doing  hard  time.  Drop  me  a  line  and 
I'll  be  fine  (or  better  anyway).  Michael 
Ray  GENTRY,  301190,  Rt  4  Box  1200, 

|  Rosharon  TX  77583 _ 

I'm  a  bisexual  faggot,  a  Taoist  and 
have  tattoes  all  over  my  bod.  Would 
like  to  write  someone.  Don  Tiger  I 
ROBERTSON,  12125  MCTC,  Box 
1027,  Marion  VA  24354. 


CdL€imR 


August  9 
to 

September  7 


9  Saturday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Peacock  Coffeehouse 

open  mike.  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts.  8:30PM. 
$2.50.  Info:  Mike,  522-2812  or  Loren, 
524-4281. 

Cambridge  —  Sera  Posible  Al  Sur,  a  film 
about  Argentina.  Carpenter  Center,  24 
Quincy  St.  6  &8PM.  $5,  $3  students.  Info: 
495-4700. 

Cambridge  —  Grassroots  International 
benefit  for  its  South  African  Emergency  Ap¬ 
peal.  Jack’s.  9PM.  $6.  Info:  497-9180. 

10  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
monthly  potluck.  Jamaica  Pond,  ODT 
driveway.  3PM.  Newcomers  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  Christian  worship  for  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 


11  monday 


Cambridge  —  Self-help  group  for  drug  ad¬ 
dicts.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  NOW’s  Economic  Equity 

Task  Force  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive. 
7PM. 

12  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister,’’  a  feminist 
radio  program.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM 
weekly. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  evening  of  ballet  under  the 
stars.  Esplanade,  by  the  pink  flamingo. 
7:30PM.  Bring  a  picnic  if  you  want. 

Cambridge  —  NOW’s  Reproductive  Rights 

Task  Force.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive.  7PM. 

Boston  —  AIDS/ARC  “Buddies”  orienta¬ 
tion  for  new  volunteers.  Men  and  women 
welcome.  People  of  color,  bilinguals, 
elders  especially  needed.  661  Boylston  St. 
7-10PM.  Info:  437-6200 

13  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Fat  is  a  Feminist  Issue  sup¬ 
port  group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Chelsea  —  Two  Women  with  X’s  in  their 
Names  by  Christopher  Moore  and  Eric 
Ronis.  Chelsea  Center  for  the  Arts,  436 
West  18th  St.  8PM.  Through  8/30.  $6.  In¬ 
fo:  645-9139. 

Mission  Hill  —  Mission  Hill  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Neighbors  monthly  potluck.  7PM.  Info:  Ar¬ 
chie,  738-5148  or  Denise,  232-2108. 


Girth  &  Mirth,  16  Saturday 

Boston  —  “Health  in  the  ’80s:  A 
Chiropractic  Approach  to  Preventative 
Health  Care,”  lecture/slide  show.  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  67  Newbury  St.  7:30PM. 
Free.  Info:  266-1986. 

14  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN\  426-4469. 

Boston  —  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Copley  Sq.  6:30PM. 
Free. 

Boston  —  Semenya  McCord  in  concert. 
One  Lafayette  Place.  5:30-8PM.  Also  on 
Friday. 

Boston  —  “Building  for  Peace"  presented 
by  Vecino  Nicaragua  aid  project.  Kristin 
Langlykke,  R.N.,  speaker.  Arlington  St. 
Church.  7PM.  Info:  524-8171. 

15  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

16  Saturday 

Provincetown  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Chorus’  Provincetown  Day  Trip:  day  at  the 
Herring  Cove  Beach,  evening  concert.  $30. 
Everyone  welcome.  Info:  Richard, 
739-1991. 

Boston  —  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for  les¬ 
bian  &  gay  people  of  Greek  heritage,  trip  to 
local  Greek  Festival.  7PM.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  625-3172. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Girth  and  Mirth,  a  social 
group  for  fat  gay  men  and  their  admirers, 
potluck  barbecue.  Info:  566-6530. 

Merrimack,  NH  —  Gaylaxians,  gay  s/f 

social  group,  barbecue.  Info:  Gaylaxians, 
Dumas,  P.O.  Box  1373  Kendall  Sq. 
Branch,  Cambridge,  MA  02142. 


Boston  —  “Something  about  the  Women,"  i 
interview  with  Mass.  Women’s  Political 
Caucus  rep.  WMFO  91.5  FM.  11AM. 

Boston  —  Chem  Free  Party  to  benefit  AAC 
Wholistic  Therapies  Team  (no  alcohol, 
smoke  or  sugar).  Refreshments  served. 
Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  Info: 
266-0314. 


note  this! 


17  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice,  A  Live 
Report  on  Gay  Games  II.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
12:30PM. 

Boston  —  Social  for  PWAs,  PWARCs  and 
their  friends,  sponsored  by 
Dignity/Boston.  355  Boylston  St.,  2nd 
Floor.  1:30-4:30PM.  RSVP  by  Aug  15: 
536-6518. 

Gloucester  —  Oil  paintings  by  Diane  Ayott. 

Bravos  Arts  Gallery,  19  Pleasant  St.  Open¬ 
ing:  2-5PM.  Through  early  September. 

20  Wednesday 

Sandwich  —  Labor  in  the  Global  Economy: 

Union  for  Radical  Political  Economy  annual 
summer  conference.  A  four-day  con¬ 
ference.  Sliding  scale  fees.  Info: 
884-8747. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of 
Boston  NOW.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive.  7PM. 

21  thursday 

Salem  —  Moonlight  Harbor  Cruise  with 
North  Shore  GALA.  Pickering  Wharf. 
7-1 1PM.  $10  NSGLA  members,  $12  non¬ 
members.  Reservations  necessary.  Info: 
Joe,  639-1398. 


Robert  Carradine  and  Jonathan  Hadary  in  As  Is,  see  notes  column  review. 


Hunter  Davis,  7  Sunday 


24  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
Brunch  at  Doyle’s.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Doyle’s  Cafe,  Washington  St.  11AM. 

27  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  Group. 

Weekly.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Central  Sq.  8-10PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

28  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  Boston,  a  monthly  cable  TV 
program.  Channel  A3.  7PM. 

29  friday 

Rowe,  VT  —  Labor  Day  weekend  Gay 
Retreat  for  gay  &  bisexual  men.  Theraputic 

6  social.  Sliding  scale  fees.  Info:  (413) 
339-4216. 

September  4  thursday 

Boston  —  Gay  Boston,  a  monthly  cable  TV 
program.  Channel  A3.  8PM.  (Repeat  from 
8/28). 

7  Sunday 

Boston  —  Hunter  Davis  in  concert. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7:30PM.  $5.  Info:  423-7730. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Amethyst  Women  picnic 
and  games.  ODT  driveway  off  Jamaica 
Way.  Noon-4PM.  A  drug  and  alcohol-free 
event  for  women. 


As  Is,  by  William  M.  Hoffman.  Directed  by 
Michael  Lindsay-Hogg.  With  Jonathan 
Hadary,  Robert  Carradine,  Joanna  Miles, 
Allan  Scarfe  and  Colleen  Dewhurst.  On 
Showtime/The  Movie  Channel.  August  11 
and  19. 

William  M.  Hoffman’s  successful 
1985  play  about  the  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  Rich,  a  New  York  City  writer  with 
AIDS,  and  his  ex-lover  Saul,  has  been 
transferred  to  video  with  a  good  deal  of 
care  and  skill.  While  the  cast  is  new, 
with  the  exception  of  Jonathan 
Hadary’s  fine  Saul,  the  script  remains 
close  to  the  stage  version,  and  many  of 
the  elements  which  made  the  play  mov¬ 
ing  in  the  theater  still  work  in  the  new 
medium.  Best  of  all,  the  video  version 
has  been  shown  in  30  cities  around  the 
country  as  a  series  of  joint  benefits  for 
the  National  AIDS  Network  and  local 
AIDS-support  groups. 

Despite  the  genuine  success  of  the 
TV  version,  however,  I  feel  that  several 
things  have  gone  wrong.  Some  of 
these,  such  as  the  intermittently  slug¬ 
gish  pacing,  should  probably  be  blamed 
on  director  Michael  Lindsay-Hogg: 
others  raise  questions  about  the  kinds 
of  compromises  that  gay  artists  must 
make  even  under  the  best  of  circum¬ 
stances,  when  they  are  dealing  with  the 
pressures  of  the  straight  marketplace. 

For  many  people,  an  obstacle  to  en¬ 
joying  As  Is  on  stage  was  the  unsym¬ 
pathetic  nature  of  its  protagonist:  Rich 
is  selfish,  self-pitying  and  almost  unre¬ 
mittingly  hostile.  For  us  to  care  at  all, 
we  have  to  believe  two  things:  first,  that 
somewhere  in  Rich  there  exists  a  more 
giving  and  vulnerable  man,  and  second, 
that  he  and  Saul  were  once  a  loving 
couple  whose  bond  of  mutual  affection 
still  exists.  In  the  original  production,  I 
felt  that  these  conditions  were  met;  on 
video,  I’m  afraid  I  found  Robert  Car- 
radine’s  Rich  merely  petulant  and 
morose,  and  never  believed  in  him  and 
Hadary  as  ex-lovers.  (Part  of  this  may 
simply  be  lack  of  sufficient  rehearsal 
time:  many  of  Carradine’s  line  readings 
suggest  that  he  simply  hadn’t  had 
enough  time  to  dig  deeply  into  the  role.) 

I  was  also  troubled  that  the  version 
of  the  video  that  I  saw  had  eliminated 
any  representation  of,  or  reference  to, 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  In  fact,  apart 
from  Rich’s  new  lover  Chet  (who 
deserts  him  when  Rich  tells  him  he  has 
AIDS),  Saul  and  Rich  don’t  appear  to 
know  any  other  gay  men  and  lesbians; 
in  addition  to  Saul,  Rich’s  support  net¬ 
work  seems  to  consist  soley  of  his 
straight  brother  and  two  straight 
women.  The  only  scene  from  the  stage 
script  omitted  entirely  from  the  TV  ver¬ 
sion  is  one  between  two  gay  men  who 
are  hotline  workers  and  homecare 
“buddies”  to  PWAs;  while  I  see  the 
logic  behind  its  excision,  it’s  a  big 
loss  on  both  human  and  political 
grounds.  A  short  group  therapy  scene 
remains,  but  how  many  straight  view¬ 
ers  will  understand  that  this  takes 
place  at  GMHC  and  not  St.  Vincent’s? 
On  the  other  hand,  all  of  the  weak  and 
confusing  bar  scenes  have  been  re¬ 
tained;  the  worst  of  these,  a  condes¬ 
cendingly  written  encounter  between 
two  leather  clones,  was  pretty  awful  on 
stage  and  is  even  more  embarrassing 
here. 

Despite  its  disappointments,  As  Is  in 
its  new  context  still  represents  several 
steps  forward  in  explicitness  and  auth¬ 
enticity  from  the  usual  made-for-TV 
movies  about  gay  men,  lesbians  or 
AIDS.  If  some  of  that  authenticity  has 
vanished  in  the  translation  to  a  new 
medium,  and  if  some  of  the  changes 
are  troubling,  it’s  still  a  welcome  piece 
of  work  that  deserves  to  be  seen  widely. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 
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